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THE MIDSIZE PICKUP ONLY GMC COULD BUILD. 



WE ARE PROFESSIONAL GRADE 







How you finish 
depends on how 
you start. 

Excellent hide and exceptional coverage has made 
KILZ® Primer the choice of professionals for over 40 
years. Primer for doing things right. 
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Pull off a better paint job with just one pull. 




SATISFACTION 

GUARANTEED 

or your money back. 


PLATINUM 

Promise 


New ScotchBlue PLATINUM Painter s Tape 
for quicker and easier tape prep and removal.* 

Our advanced 3M poly material helps stop paint seepage, 
and its unique durability allows you to remove the tape in 
one long pull — without tearing or slivering. 


platinum 


Pull Off a Better Paint Job 
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ADVERTISEMENT 



More saving. 

More doing; 


PROJECT 
OF THE WEEK 


HOWTO 

GIVE WOOD A 
SUN-BLEACHED 
LOOK 



Photo: Lisa Shin 


Wood naturally turns from yellow- 
brown to gray as the sun and 
weather slowly age it. But you 
can speed up that process with a 
grayed-out treatment that will make 
your lumber look like well-worn, 
weathered driftwood. 

Start by sanding the piece, if 
necessary. Wearing protective 
gloves, apply a sun-bleached wood 
stain with a foam brush, immedi¬ 
ately ragging off any excess stain. 
Wait 24 hours to allow the stain to 
dry. Finish off with a few thin coats 
of spar varnish to protect it from the 
elements, and let dry for at least 
24 hours before placing outside. 

You’ll find all the tools and 
supplies necessary for this— 
and any—home project at 
The Home Depot nearest you. 


For step-by-step instructions, 
go to thisoldhouse.com/project 


Reader mail 





OUR APRIL 2016 ISSUE wasahitwith 
readers, who flooded our in-box with 
praise—we even received our first letter 
about Reader Mail! Plus, one artistic 
fan sent us a very special project that 
we just can’t resist sharing. 


A reminder to dig safely 

There were two columns [Checklist 
and Weekend Remodel] in the April 
issue of This Old House that should have 
reminded your readers to call 811. A 
call must be placed to 811 before you 
begin any digging project, from simple 
landscaping to building a deck, so that 
local utility providers can come to 
your property and mark off where the 
utility lines run. Every 8 minutes an 
underground utility line is damaged 
because someone dug without calling 
811. If you do hit a line, contact the 
utility company, and if natural gas 
starts to leak, call 911. 

-MARK NEWMAN, VIA E-MAIL 

Another creative use for TOH 

I love reading This OldHousel I am 
an economics and studio art double 
major who loves everything home 
improvement and DIY. After I look 
through TOH to get new ideas, I create 
works for my art classes. Here is my 
most recent creation [right], a mosaic 
using some of the vibrant colors 
available in your pages. Hope you enjoy! 

-LEANNE COSTANTINO, CLIFTON PARK, N.Y. 


One TOH reader takes 
inspiration from our pages 
to a whole new level by 
recycling the paper into art 
pieces. Well done! 


Re: Reader Mail 

: 

\ I got a real blast from the past from 
April’s Reader Mail letter about 
architect John S. Norris, who the writer 
thinks may be responsible for the 
plaster molding in [editor] Scott 
i Omelianuk’s home. I have a distant 
connection with John S. Norris through 
his daughter, Eveline M. Norris 
Simonds. She was married to Edward W. 
Simonds, a brother of my second great¬ 
grandfather. I have since found out that 
John S. Norris was quite a famous 
architect who designed buildings in 
both the South and the Northeast. A 
\ number of books have been written 
j about him. Thanks for making my day. 

-DAVID RICE, NORWICH, N.Y. 


HOW TO REACH US 

E-mail TOH_letters@thisoldhouse.com. 

; Includeyourfull name, address, and 
i phone number. Published letters are 
: edited for clarity and length. 
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The home improvement experts at HOUSe 
trust flooring from Lumber Liquidators... 



When it comes to the best in hardwood flooring, nobody beats 

the flooring experts at Lumber Liquidators. 


In fact, our stylish, high quality floors have been featured on television's 
most prominent home improvement shows, such as This Old House®, 
and they can be found in over two million homes. 

So, for the lowest prices, the highest quality and the best selection 
anywhere-trust the flooring experts the pros trust. Trust Lumber Liquidators. 


J&SSoRS 


^OWOOO*- 00 '* 


FOrt 


UESS1 


And to find out how you could save $700 on your next flooring project, 
stop by your local Lumber Liquidators today. It's worth the trip! 


Proud sponsor of 



Hundreds of stores nationwide I 1-800-HARDWOOD I www.lumberliquidators.com 










Checklist 


JUNE2016 


Easy ways to 
improve your home 
right now 


6 FAST FIXES 


Re-caulk baseboards: 

Refill gaps between the wall 
and trim with caulk to make 
baseboards easier to dust. 



Service lawn mowers 
Grassy buildup in your lawn 
mower’s undercarriage 
can invite rust and clog the 
discharge chute, leaving 
clumps on your lawn. 
Routine cleaning can help 
stave off future problems, 
so take time this month to 
do a checkup. Disconnect 
the spark plug and remove 
the blade before dislodging 
debris with a putty knife 
and wire brush. Use a 
hose to spray away any 
remaining clippings. 



Control weeds: Use a 

taproot weeder—or even an 
old fork in a pinch—to help 
extract root systems from 
the soil so plants, such as 
dandelions, can’t regrow. 

Overhaul the junk drawer: 

Try adding an ice cube tray to 
keep small items, like paper 
clips and spare keys, sorted 
and accessible. 

Clean gutters: Now’s an 
especially good time, since 
any standing water in them 
can attract mosquitoes. 

Freshen painting tools: 

Soakgunky brushes in hot 
white vinegar, then wash in 
warm, soapy water. To dry, 
leave brushes flat, but stand 
damp rollers upright. 

Quiet noisy washing 
machines: If your washer 
is extra loud, the feet may 
need leveling. The fix usually 
just requires screwing or 
unscrewing the front set and 
flippinga locking mechanism— 
but consult your manual first. 


: 


TOH 

TIP 


□ Make garages safer 

In honor of National Safety Month, make these easy accident-reducing 
fixes: 1) Store ladders horizontally, not vertically, to avoid tipping and 
discourage children from climbing. 2) Ensure gasoline, paint thinner, and 
other chemicals are in original containers, out of direct sunlight. 3) Add 
reflective tape to garage stairs to increase visibility and prevent tripping. 


i 


Plant a night-blooming garden 

Get a round-the-clock show from your 
garden by planting flowers that open up 
between dusk and dawn, taking their 
cues from light and temperature. Try 
moonflower (shown), a fast-growing 
i annual vine featuring large flowers that 
come alive at 
night. Four 
o’clocks, a 
fragrant 
perennial, are 
a good pick 
too, usually 
blooming 
between 4 
and 8 P.M. 


□ Install a 
rain barrel 

With droughts 
on the rise, 
setting up a 
rain barrel is 
an eco-friendly 
way to maintain 
a healthy lawn. 
Before getting 
started, check local laws—some 
municipalities prohibit rain harvesting, 
whereas others offer financial incentives. 
Elevate the vessel slightly to get the 
best water pressure—or for large barrels, 
try a mechanical pump—then secure it 
to the house so it can’t tip when full. 
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Edited by Megan Baker 

home solutions 

INSIDE I GARDEN GEAR CURB-APPEAL TIPS ; CLEANING HACKS ! CONTAINER IDEA MORE 



Pallet with 


purpose 


No need to spend a fortune to 
bring some order to your 
garden tools—a salvaged wood 
shipping pallet does the trick. 
Ask around at local retailers for 


pieces that are in good shape 
and free for the taking, or keep 
your eyes peeled for curbside 
finds. Once you get your pallet 
home, sand the wood before 
cleaning it with equal parts 
bleach and water. Then prime 
and paint in a high-impact 
hue—we like this summery 
citrus color—and affix it to the 


wall using a heavy-duty French 
cleat. Use S-hooks to hang 
tools, gear, and even potted 
plants for easy access and a 
handsome effect. The result: 


an organized display that really 
racks up the charm. 
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home solutions 


garden gear 


curb-appeal tips 


■> 


The 411 on hose buying 

Washingthe dog, watering shrubs—no one hose can handle every task. 
Below, the three types every homeowner should have. — SAL VAGLICA 


For general use 

Vinyl hoses are affordable—good 
thing, as they’re prone to kinking 
and splitting. A durable rubber 
garden hose with brass fittings 
won't do either of those, and can 
last for 5 to 10 years. Hexagonal 
profile tubing is easier to grip, too. 

For irrigating beds 

A flat soaker hose is easiest to 
contour around plants; one made 
from polyester-covered PVC, lead- 
free and labeled for use around 
edibles, works well in vegetable 
gardens. Just introduced: the first 
food-grade polyurethane soaker 
hose, made from FDA-approved 
resin, from waterrightinc.com. 


A round soaker hose, made from 
recycled vinyl, can withstand the 
elements without drying and 
cracking like recycled rubber often 
does—meaning you can leave it 
buried below mulch to irrigate 
ornamental plants year-round. 

For watering containers 

On patios and decks, where 
space is tight, a self-coiling hose 

stores easily. Choose one made 
from food-grade polyurethane, 
and your edibles—and you!—can 
safely drink from it. 

Shown: 50-foot garden hose, $70; 
gardeners.com. 25-foot flat soaker hose, 
$14; melnor.com. 50-foot soaker hose, $20; 
gilmour.com. Coil hose, $80; frontgate.com 




Realtors’best 
curb-appeal tips 

Impress your friends and (especially) 
your neighbors with these quick fixes for 
the outside of your home. We asked 
Tom Salomone, president of the National 
Association of Realtors, for his top tricks 
to make a house look ready to sell—even 
ifyou’re thereto stay. 

Install lighting Most people have lights 
over the garage and at the front door, but 
Salomone’s favorite place to add brightness is 
along walkways leading up to the house. ‘'Low 
lighting on either side of the path makes it feel 
like a red carpet,” he says. 

Freshen the color Start by repainting the front 
door. Salomone likes a neutral color for sellers, but 
a bright red or yellow is a fresh option for those 
staying put. And don’t stop there: Fill porches with 
furniture or container gardens, which are even 
more effective if your yard’s light on landscaping. 

Fix the dents Dings in the garage door can make 
it lookyears older than it is; a fresh coat of paint 
can help mask the wear and tear. Look for bent 
gutters, too, paying special attention to entries 
and overhangs. 

Don’t forget the driveway “People often 
wash their siding, but if they’re pulling their car into 
the garage every night and going straight inside, the 
driveway gets taken for granted,” Salomone says. 
Degriming the driveway and any front sidewalks— 
or resurfacing them, if applicable—gives the entire 
property a brighter look. 
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home solutions cleaning hacks \ container idea 


Boost your 
cleaning power 

There’s no denyingthat powertools 
get fix-ups done faster than you could 
by hand. So why not use that same 
juice to rev up your household tasks? 
Here, five supercharged ideas. 



Dry windows 

Washingthe windows 
without dryingthem 
can leave water spots. 
Use a leaf blower to 
clear away leftover droplets for a 
streak-free shine. 




De-gunk cooking 
grates That extra 
boost of power from 
a pressure-washer— 
as opposed to, say, a 
hose—means that water can work 
on its own to cut through built-up 
dirt and grime, no chemical cleaners 
or scrubbing needed. Use it on 
cast-iron grill or range grates 
(outdoors, of course). 


T Scrub grout 

A drill/driver with a 
nylon-bristle brush 
attachment scours 
tough stains from tile 
grout—and can scrub hard-to-reach 
spots, like around tub fittings, too. 


Clean the tub 

Fitted with a 
nonabrasive foam 
pad—made for 
applying polish— 

an orbital sander’s constant motion 
puts some extra power behind the 
chemical cleaning oftubsand 
other large surfaces. 

Dust radiators 

A powerful blast from 
an air compressor 
can help clear 
out-of-reach dust 
from radiators. Keep a vacuum on 
handto swiftly gather the gunk, and 
make sure to wear safety glasses and 
a dust mask while you work. 




Planting in the round 

Turns outyou can reinvent the wheel—in a charming herb planter. This 
vintage wheelbarrow wheel isn’t just decorative, either: The metal spokes 
provide natural sections to separate plantings without restricting their roots. 
Nestle it in potting mix inside a weathered metal bin and you’ve got the perfect 
home for all your culinary favorites. For the how-to, follow along below. 
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There are times that you cherish; they deserve the perfect frame. Marvin windows and doors elevate every 
space to enhance the lives within. Made-to-order, with innovative design and industry-leading energy efficiency. 
For generations, we've honed our craft to create products you will enjoy for years to come. 

ENVISION YOUR MARVIN HOME AT MARVINWINDOWS.COM 


Built around 


© 2016 Marvin® Windows and Doors. All rights reserved. ® Registered trademark of Marvin Windows and Door 









home solutions budget redo 


> 


Garage workshop for $371 

Revamped cabinetry and a tricked-out pegboard 
transform a storage nightmare into a DIYer’s dream 



BEFORE The garage was an 
eyesore, and the cluttered 
workstation was unusable. 

AFTER Creating a functional space 
for home-improvement projects 
and supplies helped kick-start the 
rest of the home’s renovations. 


SOMETIMES YOU have to 
upgrade your workspace before 
you can overhaul your living 
space. Just ask dedicated DIYer 
Jodie Gmyrek, who, during a 
whole-house renovation, decided 
enough was enough when it came 
to working in the garage of her 
1979 home in Rochester Hills, 


Michigan. So she cleared the clutter, then scrubbed down the oil-stained floor 
before giving it two coats of charcoal-gray garage-floor paint. After painting the 
walls white and gray, Jodie and her fiance. Matt Itami, turned their attention to the 
existing shell of a workbench. The couple reinforced its framing, then added 
plywood doors to hide their tools and proj ect materials; strategically placed lattice 
trim and hardware give the illusion of drawers while allowing large tools to fit 
comfortably inside the box interiors. They replaced the wood countertop with 
MDF and particleboard painted with chalkboard paint—perfect for sketching out 
designs and measurements. Mint-green-painted pegboard helps organize small 
tools. For the finishing touch, Jodie repurposed home-center supplies to create 
two industrial-style sconces. Now Jodie, who blogs for sypsie.com, feels more 
ambitious than ever about her home-improvement proj ects. “Sometimes the 
hardest part is finishing that last one percent,” she says, “and having this organized 
space to spend time in has helped me overcome that hurdle.” —KATELl N HI ll 



Show us how you 
pinched a penny 
for a chance to 
appear in our 
October Reader- 
Created Issue. 
Visit thisoldhouse 
.com/yourTOH 

SPONSORED BY 

E1CTEI 


THE 

PROJECT 

TALLY 

Degreased the floors 
with an industrial- 
strength cleaner 
from the home center, 
then refinished them 
with garage-floor 
paint mixed with a 
nonskid additive .... $59 

Added extra support to 
the framing of the 
existing workstation 
with 1x4s and 1x5s, 
then added doors 
made from MDF and 
lattice trim, and 
a countertop cut from 
MDF layered over 
particleboard . $164 

Painted the walls and 
cabinets, and finished 
the countertop with 
chalkboard paint ... $52 

Hung a framed 
4-by-8-foot pegboard 
painted with light-green 
leftovers, and added 
hooks and shelves 
for storage . $54 

Made sconces 
from brackets, cord 
kits, vent-reducer 
shades, and bulb 
cages, all from the 
home center . $42 


TOTAL. $371 
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It’s a great day to 
stain the deck. 

'~y Clean and stain on the same day even after rain 
* Apply down to 35° F 
90 Mist and apply on hot sunny days 
& Rain-ready in 8 hours 


Bring on the rain. The cold. The summer heat. 

Bring on the competition. 



Introducing Olympic 9 Maximum 9 stain 
with Weather-Ready™ Application. 



OLYMPIC 


Attributes will vw/ ty stain. See product label % starts. OLYMPIC OLYMPIC & Oem asm Maximum am tegsuntd trademarks and wwiiiwt-Heady * a trademark ot WG 
Architectural finishes, Inc. Lowe's and the Gad* Design are registered trademarks al Lf. LLL All are used with permission if fttfi PPG Industries, lnc. All Rights ^juried. 





Where high performance meets high style, you’ll find AZEK® exterior products. AZEK.com/bestdressed 
DECK RAIL TRIM SIDING MOULDING PORCH PAVERS 





before + after: 
kitchen design 


O 

O 



Two serious cooks with a pint-size workspace order up 
a redo that’s one part period style, one part party central 

BY DEBORAH BALDWIN • PHOTOGRAPHS BY ALEX HAYDEN 


EMPTY NESTERS KNOW what they 
want, and Chuck Hanson and Alicia 
Randolph, parents of two 20-somethings, 
are no different. “The whole family likes to 
cook, and the opportunity to entertain,” says 
Chuck, of the need to rework the congested 
kitchen in their Seattle Tudor Revival. So yes, 
they asked for a pro-style range and a more 
open, free-flowing layout that would unite 
prep and gathering space. JAS Design Build 
worked with the couple to provide for 
storage and legroom needs, without tearing 


down walls. “Now every inch counts,” says 
designer Kim Clements, who was mindful of 
the couple’s expertise as physical therapists 
in designing a compact, ergonomic 
workspace for two—or more. She chose 
fewer upper cabinets, widened a passageway, 
and added a Dutch door to create light-filled 
noshing and chopping zones. New windows 
are trimmed to match the home’s original 
1920s woodwork, and finishes have a warm, 
period feel. Says Chuck about the now high- 
functioning space,“It gives us joy every day.” 


BEFORE The small, dated 
cooking zone was not 
conducive to teamwork 
or socializing. 

AFTER Reorganized, 
refinished, and more 
open to the backyard and 
dining room, the kitchen 
is now a high-functioning 
entertaining magnet. 
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An apron sink pays equal tribute to 
convenience and cottage style. Fewer 
upper cabinets means a more open feel, 
and more room for art. Sink: Rohl. Faucet: 
Kohler. Sconce: Circa. Dishwasher: Bosch 



before 

A rounded peninsula 
delineated the congested 
workspace. 




Honed marble 
counters, clear- 
coated wood trim, 
perforated-metal 
cabinet fronts, and 
dark hardware 
contribute to the 
timeless look. Paint: 
Farrow & Ball's Lamp 
Room Gray (cabinets). 
Knobs and pulls: 
Rejuvenation. 

Tile: Ann Sacks 



Share your kitchen 


or bath redo in 

the Search for 
America’s Best 
Remodel Contest 

for a chance to 
win a $1,000 Delta 
prize package 
and appear in our 
October issue. 
Visit thisoldhouse 
.com/yourTOH 

SPONSORED BY 


after 

Rejiggering the layout and opening 
it up gave the same-size kitchen more 
function and a roomier feel. 


4. Moved the cleanup 
zone to the eating area’s 
former location, adding 
a run of base cabinets. 


1. Replaced tall 
cabinets with a 
space-saving 
banquette to serve 
the relocated 
eating nook. 


2. Added a small 
island on wheels 
that can be moved 
around as needed. 


3. Stacked 
cabinets next to 
the new fridge 
spot, freeing wall 
space elsewhere. 



- 5. Ditched the 
peninsula and 
relocated the 
range to the old 
sink spot, with 
a vent hood 
where a window 
had been. 


6 . Removed a 
swinging door 
and widened the 
opening slightly, 
addinga built-in. 


FOR MORE INFORMATION, SEE DIRECTORY, PAGE 92 




















































before + after: kitchen design 


The new Dutch door and windows, 
whose simulated divided lights were 
made with lead tape, nod to original 
leaded-glass windows in the dining 
room. Windows: Marvin 




An open shelf and 
horizontal V-groove 
paneling unite the 
eating nook and 
the cooking zone. 
Wall-hung cushions 
help conserve 
banquette space. 
Pendant: 

Rejuvenation. Floral 
fabric: B. Berger 



homeowner tip chuck HANSON, SEATTLE 

“To maximize storage and reinforce the kitchen’s 
cottage style, we added an open shelf with brackets 
that wraps the eating nook and cooking space.” 


The custom island 
rolls aside to open 
up the room for 
gatherings. The 
blackboard evokes a 
time before grocery 
lists were kept on 
phones. Sconce: 

Rejuvenation 




Brackets now frame the opening to the dining room 
to suggest an arch, echoing original arched openings 
in the house. Range: Viking 
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before + after: 

. _ bathdesiSD . 


Serene shower space 

Rejiggering fixture placement—and ditching a massive, little-used 
tub—allow for a fully functional and updated master bath 

BY MICHELLE BRUNNER . PHOTOGRAPHS BY TRIA GIOVAN 


o 

o 


® FOR SOME homeowners, a 
relaxing soak in the tub is the 
perfect end to a day—but not for 
Lynn and Joe Kirincich. Self- 
described “shower people,” they 
hated the layout of the master bath 
in their 1973 Colonial in Wayne, 
New Jersey. An oversize, jetted tub 
hogged space, crowding the shower 
and single sink. In addition, a large 
atrium window and skylight let in 
too much light and heat for them to 
comfortably get ready in the A.M. 
To the rescue: interior designer 
Jennifer Vreeland McDermott, 
who flip-flopped the fixtures to fit 
the couple’s needs. Out came the 
tub with its huge arched window; 
in its place went a twin-sink vanity 
with a wide swath of mirror above 
it. A small double-hung window 
was installed at the end of the sink 
wall, and a spacious shower with 
a bench opposite it. A soothing 
neutral color palette and an 
interesting mix of tile and stone 
gave the space a serene, updated 
look. “I can’t believe it’s the same 
room,” says Lynn. “Before, so 
much space was wasted—now 
we actually use all of our bath! ” 


BEFORE An oversize, 
rarely used spa tub and 
the massive arched 
window above it 
dominated the space. 

AFTER Losing the tub 
(and its huge window) 
made way for a marble- 
topped dual-sink vanity. 

A generous shower now 
occupies the opposite 
wall. Vanity: Restoration 
Hardware. Sconces: Wayfair 
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before + after: bath design 



homeowner tip 



LYNN KIRINCICH, WAYNE, N.J. 

“Stopping the shower 
wall short and 
topping it with glass 
preserves an open 
feel in the space.” 






White paint and 1x4s 
give the portion of 
the walls below the 
vaulted ceiling a 
traditional look, while 
frameless shower 
doors and clear-glass 
pendants keep the 
space light and airy. 
Pendant: Shades 
of Light. Hooks: 
Restoration Hardware 


The 12-by-24-inch gray 
ceramic tiles were cut in 
half lengthwise to make 
planks for the custom 
herringbone pattern on 
the floor. Shower and 
floor tile: Provenza 



before 

The master bath had a large 
tub that crowded the shower 
and left little sink space. 



after 

The footprint stayed the same, but losing the 
tub allowed for a double vanity in its place 
and a generously sized shower opposite it. 


1. Replaced the 
tub and the 
atrium window 
over it with a 
double vanity and 
a large wall- 
mount mirror. 


2. Relocated the 
toilet to where 
the shower stall 
had been; added 
a double-hung 
window above it. 


r 


- 91£1 



3. Eliminated 
the glare from 
the skylight 
overhead by 
changing the 
location of 
the vanity. 


4. Put in a 
6-by-4-foot 
shower with a 
bench seat where 
the single-sink 
vanity and toilet 
had been. 
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STUDI01904 SERIES 

CABINETS THAT 
FIT YOUR STYLE, 
AND YOUR BUDGET, 
BEAUTIFULLY. 

The Thomasville Studio 1904 series-a curated 
collection of cabinets that suit your taste and match 
your budget. Available only at The Home Depot? 


•A 


| More saving. More doing*. 
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HOMER TLC, Inc. All rights reserved. 







































Kitchen and bath finds 

From clever appliances to nimble faucets to colorful 
countertop must-haves, 2016 is turning into a banner year 
for products aimed at two of your home’s most-trafficked 
spaces. Read on for 26 of our top picks 

BY DEBORAH BALDWIN AND TISHA LEUNG 


01 1 OCEAN-HUED MOSAICS 

Subtle color variations in their 
marine-blue and aqua glazes give 
these gracefully shaped ceramic 
mosaic tiles a pricey, handmade look. 

Merola Tile's Pescado in GlossyAzuland 
Glossy Agua, about $20 per square foot; 
homedepot.com 


05 | SPACE-SAVING BASIN 

Despite its wall-hung look, this 
diminutive sink is designed to hang on 
a countertop—including one only 13 
inches deep. Wring more utility out of 
the setup with the towel-bar option. 
Boxe Semi-Countertop Sink, $258; Towel 
Bar, $72; americanstandard-us.com 



02 | HEIRLOOM CANISTERS 

Sturdy enameled-stoneware con¬ 
tainers, in five sizes and nine shades, 
provide a welcome color boost amid 
white, wood, or gray cabinets. Gaskets 
give lids a snug fit, the better to hold 
your sugar, flour, and flaxseed. Canisters 
with Wood Lids, from $25; lecreuset.com 

03 I PRO-STYLE PULL-DOWN 

Tightly coiled for easy cleaning and 
scaled to fit under kitchen cabinets, 
this 18-inch-high version of a 
commercial faucet goes on with a 
quick knuckle rap. The spray head 
docks neatly with the help of a magnet. 
In Arctic Stainless or chrome. Trinsic 
Pro, available in August, from $500; 
deltafaucet.com 

04 | SLICK COUNTERTOPS 

This man-made material resists heat 
and stains and can be used outdoors. 
Slabs come in five wood-grain patterns 
and three thicknesses. Wild Collection, 
from $58 per square foot; dekton.com 


06 | CLEAN-LINED PENDANT 

Made from white-coated cast metal 
and accented by a black cage and 
chain, this stylish fixture has a refined 
industrial air, making it a good fit over 
your new eating nook. Canteen, $400; 
jamieyoung.com 

07 | 3-D LAMINATE 

The textured look of fabric has traveled 
to laminate countertops. Some of our 
favorites, from the top: Gray Josef 
Linen, glossy Reclaimed Denim Fiber, 
Lime Grasscloth, and matte Denim 
Twill. The denims are special orders. 
$17per square foot, installed; formica.com 

08 | HEAVY-METAL RANGE 

Eye-catching trim in finishes like 
brushed brass gives this 30-inch gas 
range a little attitude. Pro-style Btus 
and a convection oven make it 
hardworking, too. Design mavens will 
like its 24-inch depth, so it’s flush with 
cabinets, and the choice of six colors, 
including this French blue. Classic 
1900 Series Stove, $4,895; bigchill.com 



09 | COMPACT CLAW-FOOT 

Bath remodel on the agenda? For 
those who like to soak in authentic, 
heat-retaining enameled cast iron but 
have only enough real estate for a 
shower stall, there’s the Minuet, just 
40 inches long. It comes in white but 
can be painted with a product like 
Sherwin-Williams marine coating. 
Minuet, $1,700; songbath.com 


10 I COFFEE, TEA, OR BOTH? 

This programmable brainiac has a 
built-in scale so it can make 4 to 12 
cups of coffee at a calibrated 
temperature and rate—while holding 
back water for tea. The thermal carafe 
keeps coffee hot; a timer tells you 
when it’s past its prime. Good Grips 
12-cup Coffee Maker, $300; oxo.com 

11 1 POP-OUT CLOTHESLINE 

Indoors or out, it’s great to have a tidy 
option for air-drying laundry. 
Brabantia’s wall-mount rack opens 
umbrella style, with 78 linear feet of 
line and holes for hangers. Wallfix, 

$152; amazon.com 














PHOTOS: (NOS. 1, 2, 4, 7, 12, 13, 14, 16, 22, 23, 24, 25, 26) ANDREW McCAUL 
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12| WIDE-PLANKAND 
DIAMOND-HARD VINYL 

Two options offer the appeal of real 
wood with the durability and water 
resistance of man-made. From the top: 
Versallia Oak Visions Collection planks, 
by Carlisle, are extra-wide and -long 
(7 l A by 60 inches) and slightly thicker 
than most, with five grain variations for 
a natural look. Armstrong’s diamond- 
infused 6-by-48-inch Vivero Gallery 
Oak and Amarela Heartwood planks, 
each with 14 different grain patterns, 
can withstand whatever your 
household dishes out. Versallia, $5.99 
per square foot; wideplankfooring.com. 
Vivero, from $4.50 per square foot; 
armstrong.com 

13 I HIGH-STYLE HARDWARE 

Dramatic buckle-like pulls come in 
fashionable finishes like French gold 
as well as polished chrome. This 
year’s “it” finish, copper, updates the 
traditional bin pull. Tableau Collection, 
from $10; atlashomewares.com. Mission 
bin pull, from $11; rejuvenation.com 

14 | GIANT HEXES 


cycle—and a matching dryer. LuxCare 
Wash and SmartBoost washer, $1,100; 
electroluxappliances. com 

161 MOCK MARBLE 

Why mess with natural stone’s upkeep 
when there’s a porcelain look-alike 
this convincing? This 12-by-24-inch 
floor and wall tile could finish a bath 
nicely. Statuario Matte, $6.99per 
square foot; tileshop.com 

17 | WRINKLE DESTROYER 

Don’t let the retro look and feather 
weight of this cork-handled iron 
mislead you: It’s powered by high- 
pressure steam. While the iron can 
double as a garment steamer—in fact, 
it can’t rest standing up—this is a 
serious tool for those who sew or just 
like freshly pressed sheets. Maven 
100IS, $199; reliablecorporation.com 



one piece with individual drains. It also 
comes on wheels to slide into a vacant 
spot and includes a tub spout. You 
supply other fittings—and the door. 

Aquazone, $2,995; aquabrass.com 

19 | SHINY LIGHT 


The classic shape in a supersize 
format, this 24-by-20-inch tile is 
available in six accommodating shades 
including, from left, Black, Grey, 
Ashgrey, and White. Mix two or more, 
or put down a floor in one soft neutral. 
Bee Hive ColorBody porcelain, $9.53 per 
square foot; daltile.com 

15 | FASTER CLEANER 

This front-loader targets stains with 
steam and by premixing detergent and 
water before the cycle begins (why 
don’t all washers do that?). It also 
has a speedy 15-minute quick-wash 


18 | POP-IN TUB ’N’ SHOWER 

Sleek makeover idea for an existing 
60-by-60-inch space: an acrylic tub 
and separate shower pan that come as 




Another way copper finishes are 
blinging up kitchens and baths: on light 
fixtures. We love this flush-mount’s 
sleek drum shade. Blanche Flush Mount 
Lamp, $199; cb2.com 

201 FURNITURE STYLE 

There’s no end to the desire for cabinets 
that mimic cupboards and sideboards. 
An emerald hue, Sherwin-Williams’s 
Espalier, adds oomph to this hutch- 
just one of thousands of colors available 
from this cabinetmaker. Colorlnspire 
Estate Collection hutch with Cortland door 
style, about $2,000, pulls and countertop 
not included; wellborn.com 

21 1 SLIDE-OPEN CABINETS 

A godsend for narrow spaces, these 
cabinets have push-to-open sliding 
doors. No hinges, no banging. Glide-by 
Base, from $4,134; omegacabinetry.com 






• shopping 






THERE’S MORE! 

See seven 
additional new 
kitchen and bath 
products at 

thisoldhouse.com/ 

kitchen-bath-2016 




little fixes 
starting at $4 

Five kitchen problem-solvers 
with digestible price tags 


22 | CLEAN AND NEAT 

Some filter pitchers have a 
glitch: If you pour before the 
top compartment finishes 
filtering, water shoots across 
the counter. This one won’t do 
that, as long as you don’t 
overfill the top compartment. 

A pen-size device that signals 
when the meticulous filter 
needs replacing stores in the 
tight-fitting lid. 10-Cup Ready 
Pour, $33; zerowater.com 

23 | LEMON LIFESAVER 

Don’t you hate it when you find 
a dried-out half lemon wasting 
away in the produce bin? This 
cunning silicone cover can 
keep it fresher longer—and 
when you squeeze it, it catches 
the seeds. Lemon Squeeze and 
Store, $3.99;oxo.com 

24| MAGIC RACK 

Here’s instant gratification 
for those who seek order but 
don’t want to commit to 
drilling into tile: a utensil rack 
that mounts with suction cups 
so powerful it can hold 13 
pounds. The only tool you 
need: fingers strong enough 
to flip the vacuum-sealing 
levers. Signature Multipurpose 
Bar, $57; fecausa.com 

25 | COLORFUL 
KEEPERS 

Small porcelain boxes move 
from the fridge to the oven 
to the table. Plastic lids make 
sure any leftovers are good to 
go for tomorrow’s lunch. Ziggy 
Storage Set, $40; frenchbull.com 

261 A MITT 
THAT’S MORE 

This silicone disk lies flat 
for topping a bowl in the 
microwave: pockets turn it 
into a mitt to handle the hot 
container. Genius. IQ Smart Lid 
& Mitt2-in-l, $13; amazon.com 
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paint ideas 


Roll-on pattern 

Picture a cylindrical rubber stamp inked with paint—and how quickly 
it could jazz up your space by deborah Baldwin • photograph by Andrew mccaul 


WHEN A BOOKCASE is as 

V ! bland as a blank canvas, it’s 
tempting to goose its back wall. To 
wake up this built-in, we removed 
the shelves, added a base coat of 
matte white latex, and used a cut- 
rubber design roller, in a pattern 
called Quills, to put down feathers 
in a semigloss finish one vertical 
row after another—like wallpaper. 
The tool we used, below, includes a 
foam roller, which you run through 
paint before snapping in the design 
roller. The foam roller holds enough 
paint for three long rows; to remove 
any excess before starting the first 
row, we ran the design roller over 
paper. (Find a step-by-step, with a 
tip on how to align the rows, at 
thisoldhouse.com/roll-on-pattern.) 
The roller creates a natural frame 
on all sides; to avoid this, you could 
roll the pattern on wallpaper liner 
and paste it in place. But once we’d 
arranged a few of our favorite 
things, all we could see was our 
built-in’s lively new look. • 


The foam roller picks up paint, and 
the design roller, held at an angle, 
puts it down ($45; rollerwall.com). 
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Where will color take you? 

Discover a new world of color with the very best paint. Visit your 
neighborhood Sherwin-Williams store or sherwin-williams.com/color. 





It s time to move the indoors outdoors. And nothing performs better on outdoor structures than 100% natural Western Red 
Cedar. Real Cedar is naturally resistant to rot and decay, and its deep, rich lustre and limitless finishing options mean it will 
look fantastic in any yard. This year, make the most of your outdoor living: build with the real material. 


THEN TAKE A BREAK AND SMELL THE REAL CEDAR. 


Oownlfrtd on ifct 

App Store 


GET IT ON 

w Google Ploy 


REAL CEDAR. MOBILE TOOLKIT 
Now you can DIY on the fly 


1 866 778 9096 
REALCEDAR.COM 
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landscaping 


Good enough to eat 

New ornamental varieties of edible plants make the idea of mixing fruits, vegetables, 
and herbs into garden beds and borders more appealing than ever by sal vaglica 


© MAYBE YOU’VE paused at the 
blueberry bushes on display at 
your local nursery, only to walk on 
by, thinking they might not provide 
the biggest pop of color to your yard. 
Growing your own summer fruit is 
nice, of course, but what about the 
rest of the year? Happily, plant 
breeders have been hard at work 
addressing just that issue. The result: 
new cultivars of classic edible plants 
that offer several seasons of interest 
by way of more ornamental foliage, 
spring flowers, fall color, or even 
bright stems in winter. 

But don’t think these plants’ 
edible bounty is getting short shrift. 
Breeders usually start by focusing on 
better fruiting traits, like producing 
sweeter lemons or a plant that self- 
pollinates, then work on turning 
up the color. Most of these plants 
require full sun and an annual top¬ 
dressing of compost or a slow- 
release organic fertilizer for 
maximum fruit production. Some 
need acidic soil, which is easier to 
maintain in a container. Bonus: 
Many of these plants draw birds 
and butterflies to your yard, too. 

Turn the page for a few new 
cultivars, along with older ones 
deserving a fresh look, that provide 
colorful flowers and foliage to go 
along with all that pleasing plucking. 


Three seasons of interest 

The blueberry bunches that arrive in 
mid-summer are just the second act for 
Vaccinium x Pink Icing. In spring, the new 
foliage emerges pink and blue, followed 
by bell-shaped white flowers. In fall, after 
fruiting, leaves turn iridescent blue. 
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• landscaping | ornamental edibles 


Perfect for pots 

Set containers of these colorful plants 
on a deck or patio to enjoy up close. 

1. DWARF MEYER LEMON (Citrus limon ‘Improved 
Meyer’) Sweeter and more disease resistant than 
the market staple, this lemon hybrid has glossy 
evergreen foliage and white, citrus-scented flowers 
in spring, followed by fruit, then a second wave of 
blooms in summer. In cold climates it does well 
indoors, by a sunny window. Grows up to 3 feet 
high and wide in Zones 9-10. 

2. GARDEN STRAWBERRY (Fragariaxananassa 
‘Tristan’) A strawberry that rarely develops 
runners, ‘Tristan’ stays tidy. It flowers magenta- 
pink on chartreuse stems atop dark-green leaves 
in mid- to late spring. Fragrant berries appear in 
early summer and continue all season. Grows 

up to 1 foot high and 2 feet wide in Zones 4-8. 

3- ORNAMENTAL BLUEBERRY (Vaccinium 
corymbosum x Jelly Bean) In spring, self-pollinating 
Jelly Bean’s foliage is bright green with red; white 
flowers develop into very sweet berries in early to 
mid-summer. Fall brings streaks of red to the leaves. 
Grows up to 2 feet high and 1 foot wide in Zones 4-8. 




Ground buggers 

Place these low growers near a back 
door for quick access. 

4. LINGONBERRY (Vaccinium vitis-idaea) 

The fruit of this creeping evergreen shrub is 
often used to make preserves or sauces. In late 
spring and early summer, white to dark-pink 
bell-shaped flowers appear in bunches, followed 
by the bright-red fruit. Grows up to 10 inches 
high and 3 feet wide in Zones 2-6. 

5. TRICOLOR SAGE (Salvia officinalis ‘Tricolor’) 

While most of the herbs within this classic species 
flower purple with gray-green leaves, the foliage 
of‘Tricolor’ also includes white margins and 
touches of purple in early to mid-summer, 
followed by spikes of lavender-blue flowers. 
Grows up to 18 inches high and wide in Zones 6-9. 

6. COMMON THYME (Thymus vulgaris) 

This species (and its cultivars) includes some 
of the best culinary versions of this easy-to-grow 
perennial. In late spring, the woody mass of 
gray-green, aromatic leaves fills with small, 
light-purple flowers that attract bees. Grows up 
to 1 foot high and 16 inches wide in Zones 4-9. 


PHOTOS: (1) COURTESY OF WILLIAMS-SONOMA; (2) COURTESY OF BONNIE PLANTS; (3) COURTESY OF FALL CREEK FARM & NURSERY; (4) KONRAD WOTHE/ALAMY; (5) JO WHITWORTH/ALAMY; 

(6) LEE AVISON/GAP PHOTOS; (OPPOSITE PAGE, 7) FLORAPIX/ALAMY; (8) COURTESY OF FALL CREEK FARM & NURSERY; (9) COURTESY OF MONROVIA; (10) COURTESY OF WWW.PROVENWINNERS.COM 



Hedging bets 

Plant these shrubs at the back of 
a bed for structure, or line them 
up in a row for seasonal screening. 

7. DWARF POMEGRANATE (Punicagranatum 
var. nana) Nana stays significantly smaller 
than the species pomegranate, makingfor 
a manageable hedge filled with glossy green 
foliage and orangey-red trumpet-shaped flowers 
in July and August. Afterward, 2-inch-long, 
seed-filled fruits replace the blooms. Grows 
up to 3 feet high and wide in Zones 7-10. 

8- ORNAMENTAL BLUEBERRY (Vaccinium 
corymbosum x Perpetua) Self-pollinating 
Perpetua sets fruit twice in the same year. 

A wave of bell-shaped white flowers appearing 
in April is followed by the sweet berries, and the 
cycle recurs in late June. The foliage turns a 
deep purplish red in the fall, before any of that 
season’s new wood goes bright yellow and 
red in winter. Grows up to 5 feet high and 
wide in Zones 4-8. 

9, DWARF CRANBERRY BUSH (Viburnum 
trilobum ‘Compactum’) In spring and early 
summer, white lacecap flowers bloom, followed 
by clusters of tart red fruit used for relish. The 
maple-like foliage of ‘Compactum’ tolerates 
partial shade and turns crimson in fall. Grows 
up to 6 feet high and wide in Zones 3-7. 

10. SWEET BAY (Laurus nobilis Sicilian Sunshine) 

Traditional bay laurel works well as a broadleaf 
evergreen, but Sicilian Sunshine sets itself apart 
with bright-gold or chartreuse foliage attached 
to red stems. Once dried, the fragrant, deer- 
resistant leaves add Mediterranean flavor to 
soups, stews, and roasts. Grows up to 20 feet 
high and wide in Zones 8-10. A 


r ^ 

GOT A GREAT YARD? 


Show us the transformation 
for a chance to appear in our 
October Reader-Created 
Issue. Visit thisoldhouse 
.com/yourTOH 

SPONSORED BY 


A DELTA 



FOR MORE INFORMATION, SEE DIRECTORY, PAGE 92 
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Photoshop redo 


Giving a boxy Colonial charm 

A reworked entry porch adds curb appeal and character to a no-frills facade 

BY MICHELLE BRUNNER ILLUSTRATION BY DRAWGATE INC. 



© “WHAT CAN I DO to make 
my house less boring? It looks 
so cookie-cutter,” says Amy Hynes, 
who lives in this 1968 Colonial in 
Akron, Ohio, with her husband, 
Mike, and their two kids. So we 
turned to Cleveland-area architect 
Rebecca Pantuso for ideas. 

The biggest challenge: “The 
garage is more prominent than the 
front door,” says Pantuso. Adding 
a gabled portico and mirroring the 
garage roofline with a shallow 
porch gives the house more 
harmonious proportions and draws 
attention away from the garage. To 
add dimension, Pantuso suggests 
classic old-house touches, such 
as larger divided-light windows 
and raised-panel shutters. An 
inviting, colorful front door with 
sidelights and a new garage door 
help boost street presence. 

“What a difference these 
changes make!” says Amy. “The 
first thing we are going to do is 
tackle the front porch.” A 


Operable 

shutters, mounted 
over the window 
casings, help impart 
a period feel. 


WANT A PHOTOSHOP REDO? 
Send snapshots to 

redo@thisoldhouse.com 


finishing touches 



paint 

Icy blue with hints of 
charcoal gives the 
house a fresh look; 
bold red highlights the 
front door. Sherwin- 
Williams’s Blue Horizon, 
Foggy Day, and Rave 
Red; $56 per gallon 


sconce 

Not only do these 
carriage-style sconces 
bring stately charm 
to the facade, they 
also balance the 
large garage door. 
Lowe’s; $100 


shutter 

Painted wood 
raised-panel shutters 
are an elegant upgrade 
that suits the style 
of the house. 
Shuttercraft; from 
$174 per pair 


window 

Simulated divided 
lights give this 
aluminum-clad wood 
double-hung model 
enduring appeal. 
Marvin; from $380 
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Great coverage, by land or sea. 

At GEICO, great rates and outstanding coverage doesn’t stop with your car. 
Whether you drive a motorcycle, boat or RV, GEICO could help you 
save money on more than just car insurance. 


Contact us for a free quote and see just how much you could save. 



geico.com 11-800-947-AUTO | Local Office 


Some discounts, coverages, payment plans and features are not available in all states or all GEICO companies. Motorcycle and ATV coverages are underwritten by GEICO Indemnity Company. 
Boat and PWC coverages are underwritten by GEICO Marine Insurance Company. GEICO Auto policyholders could be eligible for a discount on their GEICO Marine Insurance policy. GEICO is 
a registered service mark of Government Employees Insurance Company, Washington, D.C. 20076; a Berkshire Hathaway Inc. subsidiary. ©2016 GEICO 




Provence-inspired patio 

South-of-France flair meets casual West Coast style in this open-air 
dining room that’s equal parts elegant and easygoing 

BY MICHELLE BRUNNER • PHOTOGRAPH BYALECHEMER 


© TWINKLING LIGHTS overhead. The crunch of 
gravel underfoot. Olive trees on all sides. This 
idyllic scene, at interior designer Jann Blazona 
Capone’s Sonoma Valley farmhouse, showcases 
French country style—but through a distinctly low-key 
California lens. Call it “pared-down Provence,” with 
clean-lined rather than carved wood furniture, plain 
linens in place of prints, and simple dishware instead 
of scalloped. A custom pergola gives the outdoor room 
its structure, with a canopy of flowering wisteria to 
soften its lines. The antique pine table and all-weather 
wicker chairs offer an invitation to sit and sip. And for 
when those leisurely meals extend into the night, string 
lights lend an atmospheric glow, while an oversize 
pendant provides additional light—and a handsome 
graphic accent—to the romantic space. For ways to 
make your own patio this picturesque, read on. 


ceramic pitcher 

A ribbed profile gives this 
pitcher the charming 
look of hand-thrown 
pottery. Its size is ideal 
for water refills or 
holding fresh blooms 
from the garden. Sophie 
Conran 24-ounce 
pitcher, $24; 
bedbathandbeyond.com 




pedestal table 

The homeowner stores her 
weathered pine table, an 
antiques store find, in the 
garage in cooler months. 
This one, with a simple 
turned pedestal base and 
a white-washed finish, is a 
good match at a nice price. 
$383; pierl.com 
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^ flowering vine 

American wisteria (Wisteria 
frutescens ) is noninvasive 
and matures to blooming 
i. 4 age sooner than its Asian 

cousins, which can run 
I rampant. To find specific 
cultivars suited to your 
, ‘ zone, go to monrovia.com. 


hanging 

lantern 

This outdoor 
pendant has 
simple lines and 
proportions similar 
to the homeowner’s 
lantern, but it earns 
bonus points for 
seeded glass 
panels—and 
a pleasing price tag. 
Sutton Lantern, 
$149; home 
decorators.com 


globe lights 

Stringing bistro lights from the 
pergola’s edges toward its center is a 
quick way to add ambience and a soft, 
warm glow. $20; amazon.com 


accent pillows 

Throw pillows in outdoor 
fabrics resist stains and 
fading. A lightweight 
throw offers warmth 
on cool summer nights. 
Striped pillows, two 
for $53; wayfair.com. 
Solid pillow, $20; 
pierl.com. Throw, 

$20; target.com 


wicker chair 

This wallet-friendly, handwoven-rattan 
and bamboo chair is stackable—a boon 
for off-season storage. A coat of 
Rust-Oleum’s Painter’s Touch in Winter 
Gray makes the natural fibers outdoor- 
ready. Agen chair, $40; ikea.com A 


serving tray 

Made of acacia wood, this tray’s built-in handles 
and sturdy construction make it ideal for 
ferrying food and wine. $20; target.com ft 










Instant 

charmer 

The show follows along 
as a couple’s quest for 
quality leads them to a 
factory-built home 

BY JILL CONNORS 

BILL AND APRIL HARB 

used to escape their cramped 
condo in the city by going for hikes 
or walks along the beach on 
Boston’s North Shore. It was on one 
of those forays three years ago that 
they fell for a four-acre wooded 
property for sale just outside the 
center of Essex, Massachusetts. 

“We loved the mature trees, the 
privacy, everything—so we jumped 
at the chance,” recalls Bill. 

They’d need to build a house, of 
course. Problem was, says April, 
“We were turned off by the lack 
of character of most new homes. ” 
Then one day they found their 
dream home in a very unexpected 
place: a catalog. “I did an online 
search for ‘Greek Revival 
farmhouse’ and found a house that 
looked so good, we couldn’t believe 
it wasn’t old,” she says. 

The farmhouse was actually 
Federal style, a model built by 
Connor Homes at its factory in 
Middlebury, Vermont. Connor’s 
approach to prefab is called 
panelization: Highly detailed shop 
drawings guide the precise 
measuring and cutting of nearly all 
the wood—from floor joists to 
rafters—and craftsmen build doors, 
windows, entire staircases, and wall 
sections with all the window and 
door openings in place. Then all the 
parts are labeled, bundled, and 
trucked to the site to be assembled 
in a specific order by a local builder. 



MODERN METHODS, 

CLASSIC DETAILS 

Contractor Erik Kaminski’s crew 
lands a fully built cupola on the 
roof of the garage, where it will let 
light into an upstairs guest suite. 


AFTER: The period-style 
farmhouse that homeowners 
April and Bill Harb chose for their 
lot in Essex, Mass., is the first 
model Connor Homes offered. 
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This Old House TV 


Precision process 

The secret? A mix of old-world craftsmanship and industrial cutting machines. 



FACTORY DIRECT 

1. Workers install muntins in a 
custom mahogany window. 

“Even with the high technology 
that we employ,” says Connor 
Homes president Mike Connor, 

“I find it comforting to know 
that occasionally 17th-century 
technology trumps 21st-century 
technology.” 

2. A cupola similar to the one on 
the Harbs’ garage sits on the 
Connor Homes factory floor 
ready to be wrapped and 
transported to a job site. 

3. From left, TOH TV host 
Kevin O’Connor and TOH TV 
general contractor Tom Silva 
chat with Connor during a tour 
of the 118,000-square-foot 
factory in Vermont. 

4. House parts are wrapped, 
stacked, and labeled before being 
trucked to the job site in several 
batches, depending on the size of 
the house—say, a framing 
package and a finish package 
with interior trim. 


JUST ADD NAILS 

5. On-site, a framer 
connects two wall panels 
that form part of the rear 
gable end of the Harbs’ 
garage. Connor Homes 
uses industrial machinery 
to cut parts to within 

V 32 of an inch. 

6. Contractor Erik Kaminski 
estimates that panelization 
cuts framing time in half. 

7. Wall panels arrive with 
openings for windows and 
doors already in place, a 
key factor in the efficiency 
of panelization. 












ABOVE: The first-floor study is 
the only room of the house 
where the Harbs chose to keep 
the traditional, Federal-style 
raised-panel trim that is part 
of this particular Connor Homes 
design. The panels arrived 
from the factory precut to fit 
around the fireplace and the 
bookshelf cabinets. 

LEFT: The U-shaped kitchen 
layout revolves around a large 
marble-topped center island 
ideal for entertaining. Industrial 
touches include black hardware 
and steel-legged stools. 

BELOW: Shiplap walls and a 
slate-look ceramic tile floor 
announce a casual vibe to 
visitors entering the mudroom, 
just off the small porch between 
the house and garage. 


THIS PAGE 
STUDY 

SOFA: Restoration Hardware 

PILLOWS: Serena & Lily, Pine Cone Hill, and Target 

RUG: Landry & Arcari hide 

FLOOR LAMP: Serena & Lily 

SIDETABLE: Restoration Hardware 

HANGING PENDANT LIGHT AND SCONCES: Authentic Designs 
WOOD ARMCHAIR: McGuire 
DRAPES: Crate & Barrel 

KITCHEN 

CUSTOM CABINETRY & SHELVES: Connor Homes 
PENDANT LIGHTS: Visual Comfort 
ABOVE-SINK LIGHTS: Restoration Hardware 

BARSTOOLS: Nuevo 
SIX-BURNER RANGE: Wolf 
VENT HOOD: Wolf 
SINKS AND FAUCETS: Kohler 
DOG COOKIE JAR: Target 

MUDROOM 

CEILING-MOUNT LIGHT: Schoolhouse Electric 
SCONCES: Visual Comfort 

FLOOR TILE: Mirage 
BASKETS: West Elm 












• This Old House TV | North Shore Farmhouse 


Finishing touches 

To evoke a sense of age, the homeowners went for a “vintage industrial” 
feel that comes from handpicking period-look items. 



“We focus on traditional 
American design,” says Mike 
Connor, whose eponymous 
company offers 70-plus models 
of classic New England houses, 
from simple saltboxes to elaborate 
Georgian gems. “You have to 
get the scale, proportions, 
molding, and architectural 
details right,” he says. 

The farmhouse the Harbs fell for 
is a two-story with four bedrooms 
and a wing featuring a small porch 
to mimic the look of a house that’s 
sprouted additions over centuries. 
The layout didn’t quite fit the 
couple’s vision, so Connor worked 
with them to revise the plans. “We 
wanted a more open kitchen, living, 
and dining area,” says April. So 
they widened the opening from the 
kitchen to dining room; they also 
sacrificed an upstairs bedroom for a 
larger master suite and a laundry. 

While the parts were being built 
at the factory, contractor Erik 
Kaminski was excavating and 
pouring the foundation. Most of his 
projects are stick-built homes, but 
he’s done a few panelized jobs and 
he figures that they cut framing time 
in half because his crew doesn’t 
have to measure and cut as they go. 
“It’s basically like putting together a 
giant puzzle,” he says. 

To achieve the look they wanted 
inside, the Harbs worked with 
interior designer Kristina Crestin to 
select vintage industrial furnishings 
punctuated with period-style 
lighting and black accents, 
including a salvaged sliding barn 
door that serves as a room divider. 
Those elements enhance the always- 
been-there look of the house, 
creating a modern approach for a 
young family that now includes a 
1-year-old daughter. “Doing the 
house this way was the perfect fit, 
and gave us exactly what we had 
wanted all along,” says April. “A 
new home, with character.” A 


Metal library lights above the kitchen sink 
complement the black-painted windows. $169; 
restorationhardware.com 


Open shelving of quartersawn white oak and 
black metal brackets stands out against 
white subway tile, connorbuilding.com 



An antique barn door brings warmth Vintage-style chrome-and-ceramic fixtures in the first-floor 
and character to the dining room. powder room reinforce the vintage look. $1,115; kohler.com 
From $165; oldhouseparts.com 



Random-width hickory select floors in a natural prefinish New glass doorknobs with oil-rubbed 

are a perfect fit for a farmhouse. $8.85 per square foot; bronze rosettes echo the period 

vermontplankflooring.com theme. $112; baldwinhardware.com 


FOR MORE INFORMATION, SEE DIRECTORY, PAGE 92 
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animal house 


Hounds and grounds 

How to put together a dog-friendly landscape plan 

BY MARY HUHN • ILLUSTRATION BYTOMI UM 


© FROM DIGGING to doing his 
business, your dog’s habits can 
wreak havoc on your yard. And 
your need for a weed-free tulip bed 
could literally make him sick. Forget 
landscaping—it’s time to dogscape. 

Tougher turf Dog urine contains 
nitrogen, and as with fertilizer, too 
high a concentration can burn and 
even kill your lawn. To withstand the 
onslaught, seed with more-resilient 
grasses, such as fescue or rye. Better 
yet, create a mulched pet-relief area 
bordered by shrubs and marked with 
a boulder or lawn ornament. Take 
your dog there to squat, and reward 
him with treats. Repeat. Old dogs 
can, in fact, learn, but it may take 
as long as a few months. 

Nontoxic plantings Dogs do 
not have an innate sense of what’s 
safe to eat, and many popular 
flowers and shrubs, including 
daffodils, ivy, and hydrangeas, are 
toxic to them. So before planting, 
go to aspca.org and search 
“poison” for a list of potentially 
harmful landscape plants. When 
picking a mulch, avoid cocoa hulls, 
which can contain theobromine, the 
chemical that makes chocolate toxic 
to dogs. Bark and chip mulches can 
also obstruct a pooch’s airway. 

Ruff-housing In areas where dogs 
play, choose hardy plants that they 
can rough up and run through, 
advises Karin Ursula Edmondson, 
a landscaper in West Kill, New York. 
She likes ornamental grasses. “They 
have a massive root system that even 
tumbling or digging dogs will have 
a hard time harming,” she says. 



For groundcover, try perennials 
such as ‘Elfin’ thyme, wildflowers, 
or clovers. Avoid pea gravel, which 
can get stuck between paw pads. For 
edging, use smooth, round stones 
or low-to-the-ground dwarf shrubs. 
Stay away from metal edging and 
sharp gravel, which can cut paws. 

Dog-safe fertilizers Don’t 
assume organic formulas are better. 
They often contain animal products 
such as bone, blood, or fish meal. 
Yuck—except that it’s delish to 
dogs, and can make them sick. 
When using synthetic fertilizers, 
water deeply after applying, and 
keep dogs off lawns or beds for a 
day or two. Tip: Don’t fertilize front 
and back yards at the same time, so 
there’s always a safe patch available. 
Safer yet, try compost or— 
seriously—vegan fertilizer. 


Chem-free herbicides and 
pesticides Exposure to traditional 
pest and weed controls can cause 
tummy trouble—and over the long 
term, even cancer. The safest options 
are natural insecticidal soaps, 
biological pesticides, and herbicides 
made from certain essential oils 
(such as mint or clove, always 
diluted). Edmondson uses neem oil, 
an extract from a tropical evergreen 
tree. Her formula: “Mix a capful 
with a gallon of water, add a squirt 
of Mrs. Meyer’s Clean Day Soap, 
and you’ll have a terrific application 
to fight fungal diseases in ornamentals 
and fruit trees.” And forget about 
snail and slug baits. Both contain 
metaldehyde, which can be fatal to 
dogs. A safer, ASPCA-approved 
alternative? A bit of beer in a pie 
plate. Put it out at dusk, and leave 
it out just overnight, ft 
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The second most valuable thing 
on your wall. 




A comfortable home is a happy home. That’s why thousands of 
families choose Fujitsu for whisper-quiet, energy-efficient cooling 
& heating systems. These sleek, wall-mounted units require no ductwork and 
allow for flexible, room-by-room temperature control. And, with available utility 
rebates, the savings start on day one. Fujitsu...quietly revolutionizing home comfort. 
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READ THIS BEFORE YOU BUY 

DUCTLESS AC 

These quick-to-retrofit cooling systems provide unrivaled operating 
efficiency and room-by-room zoning comfort by thomas baker 


All air-conditioning uses 
the same outdoor components to 
produce the cold refrigerant that 
cools the air inside a home. The 
difference with ductless (see 
illustration) is where that air is 
cooled and how it’s distributed. 

Central-air systems send 
refrigerant to a bulky central air 
handler that then blows cool air 
into the house through a network 
of ducts. Ductless systems pump 
refrigerant to compact indoor units 
within individual rooms. Each unit 
operates like a miniature air handler, 
delivering cold air into its own 
zone only when it’s needed. 

Because there are no ducts, 
these systems don’t have the 
air leaks, heat gains, or pressure 
imbalancesthatcan underminethe 
efficiency and comfort of a central- 
air setup. And installation is a snap. 
It’s far easier and faster to fish 
a narrow bundle of insulated 
refrigerant lines through a house 
than to retrofit bulky HVAC ducts. 


AC SYSTEMS COMPARED 

I less * -* 


i install cost 


ease of retrofit 


humidity control 




: ease of zoning 

[i- •— 

operating efficiency 

: I- # — 


DUCTLESS SYSTEMS 
t CENTRAL-AIR SYSTEMS 



■HMi 


OUTDOOR UNIT 

Contains a fan that ; 
cools the coils, a 
compressor that i 
circulates the 
refrigerant, and 
an expansion valve, I 
which transforms 
hot refrigerant into i 
the frosty liquid i 
that cools the 
indoor unit’s coils. : 


■ REFRIGERANT 

[ This gas circulates 
] between the 
: outdoor and indoor 
\ units via insulated 
i copper tubing, 

! capturing heat 
; inside the house 
» T and conveying 
] it outside. 


INDOOR UNIT 

Draws inside air 
over cold coils and 
blows it directly 
into the room. 
Condensate is 
carried outside 
via a plastic tube. 

i. 


PHOTOS: (OPPOSITE PAGE, CLOCKWISE FROM TOP RIGHT) CAI AIM AG E/GETTY IMAGES; 
VOSTOK/GETTY IMAGES; HERO IMAGES/GETTY IMAGES (2). ILLUSTRATION: ARTHUR MOUNT 







































shop smarter | ductless AC 


What to know 

► Cost A single-zone 
system with one indoor 
unit starts around $3,000, 
including installation. A 
four-zone system costs 
about $12,000, installed. 

► Installation You’ll need 
a pro to mount the indoor 
and outdoor units and 
connect the 2V2-inch-wide 
bundle of refrigerant lines 
and electric cables. 

► Maintenance The filter 
on each indoor unit should 
be removed and cleaned 
every month. Once a year, 
have a technician check 
refrigerant pressure and 
flush condensate lines. 

► Noise Indoor units have 
whisper-quiet squirrel-cage 
fans driven by long-life DC 
motors. Decibel ratings run 
at about 25, roughly the 
same as rustling leaves. 

►Warranties Coverage 
ranges from 5 to 12 years, 
but you can expect this sort 
of mechanical equipment to 
last 15 to 20 years before it 
needs to be replaced. 


SIZE MATTERS 

Beware of installers who 
size a system using a 
rule-of-thumb estimate. 
More often than not, 
the result is oversize 
equipment that’s costly 
to operate and can’t 
effectively reduce 
humidity levels. Instead, 
insist on a “Manual J” 
heat-load calculation. 

It figures system size 
based on math and 
factors such as climate, 
insulation levels, and 
sun exposure. 


CHOOSE YOUR INDOOR UNIT 

There are four basic types of devices for cooling air. Choose the one that 
suits the room, and put it in a spot where you can easily change the filter. 



WALL MOUNTED The easiest to install and 
least expensive unit of the group, it is also the 
most common type. Best for cooling single 
rooms. Motorized vanes at the bottom of the 
unit control direction of airflow. Operates at 26 
decibels (dB). Shown: Unico; unicosystem.com 


CEILING RECESSED Sends air in four directions 
at the same time, making it a good choice for 
large, open floor plans. Also called a cassette, 
it requires nearly 10 inches of clearance above 
the ceiling. Operates at about 36 dB. 

Shown: Lennox; lennox.com 



FLOOR MOUNTED Resting on or near the 
floor, this type directs air toward the ceiling. 
It’s the easiest unit to maintain, due to its 
location. (Some units can also be suspended 
from the ceiling.) Operates at about 35 dB. 
Shown: Daikin; daikinac.com 


CONCEALED This least obtrusive option sits 
above a soffit or ceiling and feeds air to different 
rooms through as much as 12 feet of hidden 
ducts; you see only the grilles. The unit must be 
accessible for servicing. Operates at about 30 dB. 
Shown: Mitsubishi Electric; mitsubishicomfort.com 
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Efficiency vs. system cost 

All cooling systems carry a Seasonal Energy Efficiency Ratio (SEER) rating, which 
compares cooling capacity with the amount of electricity used over the course of a 
typical cooling season. Ratings on today’s systems range from 13 to 33 SEER. As the 
graph below shows, the higher the rating, the more you’ll pay for your system, and 
the lower your electricity bills will be come summer. To see what effect SEER ratings 
have on estimated operating costs in your area, go to the central AC life-cycle cost 
calculator at energystar.gov. System prices come from acwholesalers.com. 


* Based on a 1-ton 
system in St. 
Louis at 12 cents 
per kWh 

** Calculated from 
1-ton pricing 
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SEASONAL ENERGY EFFICIENCY RATIO (SEER) 


WHAT’S 
A TON? 


Better air quality 

All indoor units include mesh filters 


In the parlance of 
air-conditioning, a ton is 
not a measure of weight; 
it’s a measure of cooling 
capacity. One ton of 
cooling extracts 12,000 
Btus per hour from a 
space. That’s enough 
heat to melt 1 ton of 
ice within 24 hours, 
hence the connection 
between weight and 
comfort. The capacity of 
ductless systems ranges 
from 3 A to 4 tons. 


SEE IT INSTALLED 

Fora video showing 
how a ductless system 
goes in, visit thisoldhouse 
.com/ductless-AC 


that collect dust. But some, such as 
Mitsubishi Electric’s, also offerfilters 
treated with enzymes, to break down 
allergens like pet dander and dust mites, 
as well as ceramic filters embedded with 
platinum catalysts that neutralize odors. 




Key upgrades 

WIRELESS CONTROLS 

There’s no need for a 
separate wall thermostat 
with ductless units—you 
regulate them with a 
line-of-sight remote. 
Some systems, such as 
LG’s (lg-dfs.com), shown 
above, have Wi-Fi links 
that put your smartphone 
in control no matter 
where you are. 

VARIABLE-SPEED 

COMPRESSOR 

Also known as inverter- 
driven compressors, 
they calibrate refrigerant 
flow to precisely meet 
indoor cooling needs, 
putting an end to the 
uncomfortable up-and- 
down temperature swings 
of single- or two-speed 
units. Variable-speed 
compressors, like those 
from Trane (trane.com), 
also use less power and 
last far longer than their 
fixed-speed counterparts. 

SENSORS A built-in 
occupancy sensor, like 
the ones from Panasonic 
(business.Panasonic 
.com), maximizes 
energy savings by 
ramping up the indoor 
unit when you enter the 
room and turning it 
down when you leave. 
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WHOLE-HOUSE COOLING 

At first, ductless systems were simple, single-room 
affairs, often installed as replacements for window 
air conditioners. But now some outdoor units, like 
the ones made by Carrier (carrier.com), have grown 
so powerful they can supply refrigerant to as many 
as nine separate indoor units. Amazingly, each unit 
in one of these “multi-split” systems still operates 
independently. When it comes to customized 
zoning, this option is hard to top. 


30 % 

Amount of electricity you’re 
likely to save by replacing 
window AC units with a ductless 
system. Coincidentally, that’s 
also about how much cooling 
is typically lost in central-air 
systems, thanks to leaky, 
poorly insulated ductwork. 


Heat pumps: the all-season option 

Ductless systems can produce both hot and cold air if you get a heat 
pump for the outdoor unit. Its key component is a reversing valve, 
which switches the direction of refrigerant flow to suit the season. 



reversing 

valve 


warm 
indoor air 


condenser 


compressor 


expansion valve 


HEAT-PUMP HEATING CYCLE 

In summer, the refrigerant reverses 
course and cool air is blown inside. 


cold 
outdoor air 


* • • 


outdoor 

unit 


indoor 

unit 


HEAT PUMPS MOVE NORTH 

Time was, heat-pump systems made 
sense only where temps didn’t dip below 
freezing on winter nights. But with recent 
advancements in compressor technology, 
units like those made by Fujitsu 
(fujitsugeneral.com) are able to operate 
down to -15°F, proving their worth in 
frigid states from Maine to Minnesota. 



Install FAQs 

►Who does the work? 

Manufacturer websites 
can pinpoint experienced 
installers in your area, and 
are a good place to start 
your search. 

►Where should the 
outdoor unit go? 

It will perform best in a 
shady location—the north 
side of a house or under 
a deck—as long as there’s 
enough clearance for 
airflow and maintenance. 

►Where should the 
indoor units go? 

Wall-mounted units are 
easiest to install when 
located on an exterior wall 
near the outdoor unit. It’s 
more challenging to connect 
the refrigerant lines to units 
mounted on interior walls, 
but since those lines run as 
much as 165 feet in length, 
it’s not impossible. 

► How long does it take? 

A system with one wall- 
mounted unit can be 
installed in about 4 hours. 
Each additional unit adds 
another 2 hours. Ducted 
and ceiling units are more 
time-consuming. 


f -v 

REBATES 

A few utilities 
offer rebates for 
installing ductless 
AC systems. Many 
more incentives 
are available 
for heat-pump 
systems. To see 
whether you might 
be eligible, go to 
energystar.gov/ 
rebate-finder.* 

y J 
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Advertisement 


GET YOUR DECK SUMMER-READY 

Tips to Stain Like a Pro 

Preparation is key but doesn’t need to be complicated. Follow these simple rules 
for perfectly stained exterior wood products and projects. 



A semi-transparent 
stain still shows the 
grain but offers more 
protection than 
a clear sealant 


9 

L. Take note of the temps 


1 Start with a clean slate 

Sure power washing works. Sometimes 
too well, blasting wood away with the 
dirt. Faster and safer? Try a product 
made for the job like Flood Pro Series 
Wood Cleaner, which should take 
about half the time it does to power 
wash. Apply the product according to 
package directions, scrub clean with 
a stiff-bristled brush, and rinse away 
completely. Let the wood dry for 2-3 
days before staining. 


Most wood stains state that they can be 
applied from a range of 50 to 90 degrees 
Fahrenheit. But what many people don’t 
realize is that this range refers to the 
temperature of the wood’s surface— 
nottheair. If you can’t avoid high or low 
temperatures, get a product that can 
cope, like Flood Pro Series Solid Color 
Stain. It can be applied on surfaces up to 
120°F—and also down to 35°F. 


Q 

i w Keep an eye on the sky 

\ Check the extended weather report. 

1 Not only does your wood need to be 
j completely dry before you stain it—you 
! also need precipitation to hold off until 
! your work is completely dry. For most 
! wood stains, that’s about 24 hours. 

! If that much time without rain seems 
; likeagamble, consider using Flood Pro 
l Series Solid Color Stain, which resists 
rain in as little as 12 hours. 



The new Flood Pro Series is precisely formulated with the features 
pros need and homeowners demand, to make every project a success. 
Find a retailer near you at flood.com. 









TRANSOXIDE PIGMENTS AND UV ABSORBERS 
PROTECT AGAINST FADING AND SUN DAMAGE 


DURABLE RESIN BLEND PROTECTS 
WOOD AGAINST RAIN AND SNOW 


FORTIFIED WITH PENETROL*TO DRIVE 


PENETRATING PROTECTION 


THE NEW FLOOD® WOOD CARE 

FORMULAS FOR SUCCESS 


Flood Wood Care has success down to a science. New products are precisely formulated 
for durable protection in a beautiful finish. Each stain and sealant offers distinct 
advantages to make every project a success. Choose Flood stains for your next project. 


flood.com 


A product of PPG Architectural Coatings. 


The PPG Logo is a registered trademark of PPG Industries Ohio, Inc. Penetrol, Flood and Flood & Paintbrush Desigi 
are registered trademarks of the PPG Group of Companies. © 2016 PPG Industries, Inc. All Rights Reserved. 
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It’s time to throw open 
your doors and enjoy 
life alfresco. We’ve 
got 33 upgrade ideas 
for turning even the 
simplest patio, porch, 
or deck into an inviting 
open-air retreat 

BY AMY HUGHES 


shaded 

getaway 

1. LET THE FLOOR SET 
THE TONE Paver, pebble, 
concrete—the patio material 
matters. Here, landscape 
designer Kate Wiseman of Sage 
Outdoor Designs, in San Diego, 
California, chose formal 
square-cut bluestoneto set 

off the patio from its woody 
environs. Get bluestone pavers 
at stone yards for about $8 per 
square foot, uninstalled. 

2. DRESS UP WALLS 

Patterned blocks transform 
boring borders. Here, a sitting 
wall topped with bluestone was 
made with cast-concrete blocks 
styled after architectural cornice 
sections. Find real facade 
fragments at salvage yards, 
starting at about $25 per piece. 

3. CHOOSE EASY-CARE 
FURNISHINGS All weather 
metal, wood, and wicker are the 
go-tos. A cast-aluminum set 
won’t rust and so requires less 
upkeep than look-alike painted 
cast iron. We like Princeton 
Collection’s four chairs plus 
43-inch round table, $1,280; 
signaturehardware.com. 

4. FENCE FOR PRIVACY 
This panel fence by Prowell 
Woodworks Inc. has slats on top 
to secure seclusion but preserve 
the view. A prefab version, 
such as the Western Red Cedar 
Checker Lattice Top fence kit, 
does the job for $99 per 6-by- 
6-foot panel; homedepot.com. 

5. ADD FOCAL POINTS 

Station decorative accents, 
such as planters and fountains, 
in garden beds beyond the 
perimeter of a patio floor to 
make a small area feel larger. 
Similar to shown: Low Grecian 
Urn, $89; ballarddesigns.com. 
M-Series Sphere Fountain, 

$225; specialtyfountains.com 






outdoor rooms 
appealing patios 


welcoming 

warmth 

6. INCLUDE A HEARTH 

A cozy fireplace extends the 
outdoor-living season. No 
budget for a custom hearth? 

Try one you can assemble in a 
day, like the Rockwood Colonial 
Outdoor Fireplace kit, about 
$3,000 for a 40-inch-wide-by- 
32-inch-deep-by-70-inch-tall 
unit; woodlanddirect.com. 

7. POUR A CONCRETE FLOOR 

Stamped and tinted to resemble 
slate tiles, this poured-concrete 
patio is seamless and so simple 
to maintain. It’s also easy on 
the wallet at about $8 to $12 
per square foot, installed; visit 
concretenetwork.com to find 
a pro near you. 

8. KEEP IT COOL A ceiling 
fan gets air moving on even 
the hottest days. Consider 
a version with a light kit to 
continue the party after the 
sun goes down. Similar to 
shown: 52-inch Hunter 
Matheston Outdoor Ceiling 
Fan, $229; lampsplus.com 




natural hideaway 

9. CREATE A LIVING CANOPY A wood arbor 
draped with leafy vines offers dappled shade and 
some protection from a sudden summer rain shower. 
Create your own verdant backyard retreat, starting 
with a Coral Coast Halstead Wood Garden Arbor, 
$280; hayneedle.com. Then complete it with a few 
fast-growing golden hops vines, which we like for 
their chartreuse foliage; $8.75 per bare-root plant; 
perennialnursery.com. 

10. PLANT A TABLETOP GARDEN Cluster bowls of 
hardy succulents for a stylish, no-fuss centerpiece to 
enjoy year-round. Get a head start on your container 
display with the DIY Dish Garden, $26 for a colorful 
assortment of 10 bare-root plants to arrange in your 
own pots; etsy.com/shop/succulentoasis. 

11. ADD A SANDBOX-STYLE FLOOR Pour pea 
gravel into a frame made from steel edging sunk 
into the soil. Support seat legs on concrete pavers, 
as shown here, to prevent sinking into the gravel. 
Multicolor pea gravel, about $4 for a 50-pound bag; 
at stone yards. Concrete pavers, from $2 per piece; 
homedepot.com 
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nestled nook 


12. TAKE ADVANTAGE OF EXISTING FEATURES An old 

stone wall creates a grotto-like feel for this flagstone patio, 
plus welcome shelter from the wind. The side of your garage 
or a shed can also offer a protective, ready-made wall. 

13. PLANT A ROCK GARDEN A walled enclosure needn’t 
mean a plain backdrop. Try adding foliage to soften the 
surroundings. With a stone wall, plant in the crevices; small 
root systems work best in shallow pockets. Include colorful 
blooms that help brighten an otherwise dark area. 

14. ADD FLAMES THE EASY WAY A prefab fire bowl casts 
off the chill of a summer eveningfor far less coin than a 
built-in fireplace. You can also move it where and when you 
want. We like the warm glow (even when it’s not lit) of the 
Copper Fire Pit by Good Directions, $300; wayfair.com. 

15. CHOOSE A FREE-FORM FLOOR Flagstones in random 
shapes and sizes fit together like puzzle pieces for an organic 
look that complements the natural surroundings. 

Flagstones, about $4 to $9 per square foot; at stone yards 



outdoor rooms 
pleasing porches 



breezy style 

16. KEEP AWAY PESTS Porch screen panels prevent 
buzzing bees and biting mosquitoes from ruiningyour 
outdoor retreat. Hire a pro or install your own, using 
made-to-order screens, starting at $104 for a 36-by- 
96-inch aluminum-framed porch panel with BetterVue 
fiberglass screen material; metroscreenworks.com. 

17. STITCH UP CUSHION COVERS DIY seat pads 
and pillows in colorful prints offer more personality 
than store-bought sets. For summer-themed patterns 
like these, we like the indoor/outdoor polyester fabrics 
by Premier Prints, $9 peryard; fabric.com. 

18. SUPPLY SPACE-SAVING SEATS You can 

squeeze more diners at a table with benches in place of 
chairs. Here, backless banquettes topped with cushions 
provide room for a crowd—or an impromptu nap. 
Assemble your own from a kit like the Dyer Brook 
cedar picnic bench by Loon Peak, $91; wayfair.com. 


secluded 

perch 

19. SHELTER WITH 
SHUTTERS When the sun’s 
intense or the wind whips, 
louvers let you control the 
amount of light and air you 
allow in. Traditional, exterior 
wood shutters like these 
start at $194 per pair; 
architecturaldepot.com. 

20. MAKE IT LEAFY 

Potted plants ease the 
transition between a porch 
and its surroundings. 

Here, plants by the sofa 
and on tables lend verdant 
ambience, and a columnar 
evergreen adds height. 

For areas with indirect 
sunlight, we like the 
hosta Shadowland, $20; 
whiteflowerfarm.com, and 
slender Hinoki false cypress, 
$43; shop.monrovia.com. 

21. UNFURL A RUG 

An easy-clean outdoor carpet 
softens the floor and defines 
the seating area. Similar 
to shown: Safavieh Hand- 
Woven Indoor/Outdoor 
Reversible Multicolor 
6-by-6-foot Braided Rug, 

$85; overstock.com 
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both, sherwin-williams.com. 


| easy elegance 

22. SCREEN WITH GREEN Trees form 
natural walls around this porch, for privacy 
and shade. Go for compact ornamentals 
that won’t threaten your foundation with 
unruly roots or your roof with overhanging 
limbs. Similar to shown: ‘Natchez’ crape 
myrtle, which tops out at about 30 feet, 

$40; fast-growing-trees.com 

23. REPURPOSE INDOOR FURNISHINGS 

Upholstered pieces can be revived with 
foam fill and moisture- and fade-resistant 
fabric to safely live on a covered porch. 
Expect to pay about $350, not including 
fabric, to re-cover a chaise like this. 

24. PAINT THE FLOOR AND CEILING 

A dark color underfoot has a grounding 
effect, and a lighter hue overhead feels airy. 
Legend has it that a sky-blue ceiling, like this 
one, also wards off bugs! To match up top, 
try Emerald Exterior Acrylic Latex Paint in 
Atmospheric, $75 per gallon, then finish the 
floor with Porch & Floor Enamel in Jasper, 

















outdoor rooms 
destination decks 
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cozy corner 

25. INSTALL A PORCH-STYLE DECK 
PERIMETER Just in time for outdoor summer 
gatherings: Build your own custom-look deck 
railing with a kit from Western Spindle that 
includes two sizes of square balusters, a rail 
system, and installation hardware, $469 

for an 8-foot section; westernspindle.com. 

26. WEATHERIZE FURNITURE Most wood 
or rattan pieces made for indoor use can 
safely survive outside as well when sprayed 
with a protective top coat. Similar to shown: 
Storsele rattan armchairs, $119 each; ikea 
.com; with Valspar Clear Indoor/Outdoor 
Spray Paint, $3.98; lowes.com. Powell 
Company End Table, $295; target.com; 
with Rust-Oleum’s Metallic Silver Indoor/ 
Outdoor Spray Paint, $4.15; lowes.com 

27. PLANT A VERTICAL HERB GARDEN 

When space is at a premium, a multitiered 
plant stand lets you pack in more pots per 
square foot. Start with a Salladskal outdoor 
plant stand, $45; ikea.com. Then add the 
Fragrant Herb Collection 6-pack of 4-inch 
potted plants, $27; williams-sonoma.com. 




clean-lined 

comfort 

28. BORDER WITH A BENCH 

For low-to-the-ground decks, 
like this one, position a high-back 
bench or sofa along the edge 
to create a sense of enclosure. 
Considerthe Eden 70-Gallon 
Bench Deck Box with a slat back 
and flip-top storage seat to stow 
cushions when they’re not in use, 
$124; homedepot.com. 

29. SPARK UP A GAS FIRE 
Outdoor pits hooked up to a 
natural gas line are simple to light 
for instant ambience. This modern 
concrete version is custom, but 
the prefab Linear Fire Pit offers 
the same look, starting at $1,100; 
woodlanddirect.com. 

30. TRY A RETRACTABLE ROOF 

A fabric awning provides shade 
and classic yet jaunty style. It’s 
also an easy-to-retrofit option, 
starting at $2,250 for a custom 
10-foot-wide, manually operated 
model; solair.com for local dealers. 
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delightful 

details 


31. LAYER ON THE 
LATTICE Slatted walls 
allow for both views and 
light. Frame out precut 
panels, adding plywood 
arches and ready-made 
finials, and it’s a doable 
DIY. Learn how at 
thisoldhouse.com/screen. 

32. RIG A ROPE LIGHT 

What’s more romantic 
than a candle chandelier? 
Set up your own with 
the Wrought Iron 
Ava Chandelier, $75; 
arusticgarden.com; 
and T. W. Evans Cordage 
3 /s-inch Twisted Sisal 
Rope, $13; amazon.com. 

33. TRY A TWO-TONE 
FLOOR Give tired wood 
decking a second life by 
brushing boards with 
stain in a stripe pattern. 
We like Olympic Deck, 
Fence & Siding Stain Solid 
in Gray Marble and Deep 
Charcoal, $36 per gallon; 
olympic.com for stores. ft 




_————- I 
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A design-sawy bungalow owner finally gets her free-flowing 
family space— with a great room that’s part great outdoors 

By Jennifer Blaise Kramer Photographs by Ray Kachatorian Produced by Tisha Leung Styling by Char Hatch Langos 
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ABOVE: Gray-brown siding, a bright-red door, and chartreuse windows give the 
1908 bungalow updated curb appeal. OPPOSITE: A wall of folding glass-panel doors 
opens the kitchen to a step-down patio for seamless indoor-outdoor living. 














Annette Gutierrez had 
eyed the large, derelict house across the street. A 
1908 Craftsman bungalow being used as a rooming 
house for college students, it had long threatened to 
implode, a crumbling roof and a severely sagging 
midriff among its ills. One day, while she was look¬ 
ing out a window of her own neighboring Crafts¬ 
man, the timeworn property’s old wood gate plunked 
onto the pavement. Which gave Annette an idea. 

She and her husband, Gustavo, loved their loca¬ 
tion in the Hollywood Grove section of Los Angeles, 
but the bungalow they owned at the time had a mas¬ 
ter suite flying solo on the second floor, while the 
other bedrooms, including that of the couple’s 
daughter, Lola, then 7, were downstairs. For a long 
time, Annette had wanted a traditional bedrooms- 
upstairs layout. Plus, their lot had no backyard pri¬ 
vacy. The wreck, with its larger second story and a 
secluded back lot, could solve those problems. Soon 
after the gate fell, the house went on the market. 
Annette went head-on into a bidding war, won, and 
needed all of a day to sell her house in the sought- 
after historic district. Confident in their decision, the 
family completed their 150-yard move. 

And then their high hopes took a dive. Annette 
and Gustavo, an IT consultant, soon learned that the 
house was on the verge of collapse—and it would 
take them 15 years and two phases of remodeling to 
transform it from forlorn to fantastic. 

Annette, the daughter of a contractor and now 
co-owner of Potted, a garden shop in the nearby 
Los Feliz neighborhood, had no fear of an old house 
in need of hard work. She’d figured they would fix 
the bowed floorboards and skewed door frames, 
then reconfigure the 2,300-square-foot layout. 
“The original house wasn’t badly designed,” she 
says, “but the back of it was a series of old porches 
that had been enclosed, so it was dark and chopped 
up.” Initially, her plan called for opening up the 



TOP and BOTTOM LEFT: For the kitchen floor, the 
couple cut down blue and black linoleum tiles to 
create a custom checkerboard. Walls washed 
in gray-blue and khaki green add more soft color, 
set off by white cabinets and trim. 

Paint: Martha Stewart's Artemisia (upper kitchen walls) 
and Luminaria (lower walls) 

BOTTOM RIGHT: An original built-in retains pride of 
place in the dining room, now painted a rich red. 
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traditional main floor—formal living, family, and 
dining rooms—to the cramped rear kitchen and 
den, so the entire living area would feel like a mod¬ 
ern, multifunctional great room. The upstairs, with 
a master suite and two smaller bedrooms, needed 
mostly cosmetic fixes. Itching to put her green 
thumb to work, she got started on planting the lush 
4,800-square-foot backyard right away. 

Having drawn up her plans for the ground floor, 
Annette asked an architect friend, Oscar Morales, to 
put them on paper. But aesthetic changes would have 
to wait. “The house was really more of a teardown,” 
Morales says, citing the inadequate foundation and 
other structural defects. 

Old building permits revealed that the home’s 
brick-and-concrete foundation wasn’t what it 
should have been. Built with meager redwood mud¬ 
sills atop quicksand-like soil, the original house had 
likely had a back porch and at least one upper bal¬ 
cony, both riskily enclosed long ago. “It was never 
designed to hold two full stories,” Annette explains. 
Then there were the interior issues. Decades prior, 
when a furnace had been installed on the main level, 
a few key joists had been severed. 



the plan 

A bumpout holds the laundry so the kitchen could grow and open onto a patio; 
in the master suite, the bath gained 4 feet, and a new deck wraps the bedroom. 


FIRST FLOOR SECOND FLOOR 




scale 

5' 

























































Color inspires me. 

I wouldn’t want a turquoise 
room, but splashes of it 
make me happy.” 



“Frankly, I thought the house was hopeless,” says 
Jeff Board, the contractor hired for the renovation’s 
first phase. “But I had worked on Annette’s previous 
house—she can turn things into gold. ” So he agreed 
to give straightening the structure his best shot. 

Using a series of bottle jacks, Board’s team raised 
the original portion of the house by about 4 inches 
and went to work. The danger in a house this old, he 
says, is unreinforced masonry. So his crew replaced 
the crumbling foundation to meet California’s earth¬ 
quake code, fortifying the new poured concrete with 
steel rebar and deep footings. Then they repaired the 
joists and set the house back down, adding a new set 
of concrete piers for support. 

The shoring up was successful, but the aftermath 
was ugly. As the house straightened, the interior plas¬ 
ter walls buckled and cracked. The foundation could 
now survive a major tremor, but the inside of the 
home was badly shaken. 

All the destruction did yield some finds. Masses 
of mortared brick, salvaged from the old foundation, 
were kept to use for garden pathways. Other saves 
included some existing floors and most of the doors, 
many of which had been pierced with multiple dead 
bolts—once security for students, now a cosmetic 
challenge for the crew. “We cut plugs from one door, 
plugged them into the holes, and blended them in 
with wood patch and lots of sanding,” Annette says. 

The time-intensive door project took a toll on the 
budget, however. Halfway into the four-month redo, 
Annette says, she spent a day sobbing in an upstairs 
bathroom. She had straight walls, reasonably level 
floors, and a new roof over her head. The crew had 
installed ductless HVAC upstairs and down. She 
needed a renovation reprieve. 

The break lasted eight years, save for her continu¬ 
ing work in the garden. 

By the time Annette was ready to press on with 
rejiggering the interior, things looked different in the 
Gutierrez household. Gustavo’s two older kids, who 
had often visited in earlier years, were out on their 
own, and the couple’s daughter, Lola, was now 18 and 


LEFT: The original wood floors upstairs were saved, but 
those downstairs are new strip oak. 

Paint (living room): Martha Stewart’s Squash Blossom. 
Turquoise pendant: Anthropologie 

BOTTOM RIGHT: A salvaged jade-green pedestal sink was 
the inspiration for the newly enlarged master bath, which 
also features one of the couple’s DIY linoleum floors. 









ABOVE: Annette’s 
favorite place to 
unwind after a long 
day is the master 
bedroom deck, which 
affords a welcome 
view of the famed 
HOLLYWOOD sign. 

Paint (walls): Benjamin 
Moore's Copper Clay 


heading to college. Instead of reconfiguring the 
whole ground floor, which Annette had painted, 
furnished, and ended up quite pleased with, she de¬ 
cided to leave it and focus on remodeling the house’s 
chopped-up back side. Her priority: the kitchen. 

She’d already decided to combine it with the ad¬ 
jacent breakfast nook and laundry room. But it soon 
occurred to her that she could do even better. She 
would create her long-wanted great room and clev¬ 
erly link the house’s interior to the outside by liter¬ 
ally opening the kitchen—cutting out its back wall 
and making a living space that spilled into the back¬ 
yard. “I’d seen modern houses with a great indoor- 
outdoor feeling,” she says, “and I wanted that.” 

Ready for phase two, the homeowners demol¬ 
ished the old kitchen and ripped the breakfast area 
and laundry room down to the dirt. Bumping out 
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ABOVE: Backyard perks include a fire pit and a pool with a tiled 
outdoor shower nearby. “It’s the only one we use in the 
summer,” says Annette, seen here with husband Gustavo and 
their dogs Amos and Marley. 


a sidewall to add a minimal 80 square feet, they shifted 
the laundry to enlarge the kitchen. The existing spaces 
had been created by enclosing old porches, so of 
course, more foundation work ensued. “We had to dig 
down three feet to reach bedrock in order to stabilize 
the expansion,” says James Orvis, the general contrac¬ 
tor who oversaw the work. Finally, they swapped out 
the kitchen’s rear wall for a 10-foot stretch of bifold 
glass-panel doors. These open to an exterior living 
room with a pergola-style slatted-wood roof and low 
“walls” made of fencing. A sleek sofa is built into the 
step-down patio. The house not only brightened— 
now it could breathe, too. 

The new kitchen centers around a peninsula that 
serves as a prep area for the cook—Gustavo—as well as 
a buffet counter, leaving a thoroughfare for the dogs and 
grandkids who traipse through. 
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LEFT: The front porch 
combines modern 
furnishings, flea 
market finds, and 
colorful hanging 
planters from 
Annette’s shop. 

BELOW: The container 
garden continues 
out back. 


Expanding the kitchen brought space and light up¬ 
stairs, as well. When the laundry room bumpout al¬ 
lowed for a wraparound second-story deck, the home- 
owners delighted in the spot to enjoy their view of 
the HOLLYWOOD sign. The sun’s rays flow into the ad¬ 
jacent master bedroom and bath. 

Outside, gray-brown paint marries the old wood 
clapboards with sections of new fiber-cement siding, 
and a new redwood gate hangs in place of the old one, 
swinging straight on its hinges—even if the house still 
has a certain sway. Put a marble on any of the floors, 
Annette says, and it will roll. But that’s part of the funky 
old classic’s charm. 

“When you take on an old house,” she adds with a 
laugh, “it’s good not to be a perfectionist.” • 
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A series of turf 
steps with stone 
risers (A) tame 
the sloping lawn in 
back of this 1910 
Tudor Revival. 
Japanese forest 
grass cascades in 
borders flanking 
the staircase. 






HILLSIDE 



How to turn a steeply sloped yard into a welcoming 
family retreat? Carve out plenty of terraced areas and 
add plantings that go with the flow 

by tovah martin * photographsby alison cohen rosa 
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A lot perched up high has its 

charms—ample opportunities 
for lofty views and even a bit of 
seclusion from the rest of the 
world—but it can also come 
with more than the usual challenges. Privacy and quiet 
aren’t so easy to achieve when it’s a corner property and 
two sides are exposed to the neighborhood. Add to that 
the sloping terrain—how and what do you plant to keep 
it stable, yet pleasing?—and turning a hillside into a beau¬ 
tiful and useful landscape can feel like an uphill battle. 

Such was the project that landscape designer Robert 
Welsch took on and, as seen here, transformed with a 
series of lush, elegant garden rooms. When the owners 
of this impressive 1910 Tudor Revival house in a close- 
by suburb of New York City asked him to revamp a rock 
garden and waterfall just off the back patio, the rest of 
the yard was overgrown, rock-strewn, and patchy with 
struggling turf, with terrain that fell steeply away from 
the house. In no time, a meeting of the minds led the 
homeowners to commission Welsch to transform the 
entire acre. On their wish list: multilevel outdoor spaces, 
each with a different mood, to enjoy with extended fam¬ 
ily who visit each summer, and plants that pump out 
plenty of color and fragrance. Here are the steps he took 


LEFT: A pair of stone lions and stately ‘Tardiva’ hydrangea mark the 
transition from the curved driveway (C) to the front door. 

BELOW: Deep-rooted plants transform a breakneck slope into a 
colorful tapestry (D). A stone path winds through the exuberant 
display of ornamental grasses, purple echinacea, ‘Blue Fortune’ 
hyssop, and fiery-orange coreopsis. 

OPPOSITE: The same softening effect of ‘Tardiva’ hydrangea repeats 
along the back wall of the house (E), with the addition of ‘Endless 
Summer’ hydrangea to echo the blue window frames. Lamb’s ear pairs 
with sweet potato vine to form a low border, while crocosmia sends up 
sunny red and yellow blooms. 



74 THISOLDHOUSE.COM JUNE 2016 






to tame the slope and create that longed-for series of 
special destination areas. 

Expand the hardscape around the house. Provid¬ 
ing a large, level platform just steps from the back door 
is a sure way to invite outdoor exploration. A small ex¬ 
isting patio was fine for family meals alfresco, but it 
couldn’t hold a crowd, so the owners hired a contractor 
to build an adjoining terrace about four times the size of 
the patio. Welsch then came in to tackle the small water¬ 
fall and rock garden beside the patio. Overgrown plant¬ 
ings had obscured the view of the water feature, and 
falling plant debris was a hazard for the fish in the pond 
at its base. Welsch cleaned up the area, reinforcing the 
planting pockets with native stone, then inserting orna¬ 
mental grasses that also act as a privacy screen. To com¬ 
plete the rest of the grounds, he had trucked in 5 tons of 
stone, along with some 160 yards of fill and topsoil, to 
build retaining walls, staircases, and pathways leading 
to and through other garden rooms he then created. 

Carve up a large, dramatically sloped lawn. Too 

much turf with too much of a pitch is both unnavigable 
and uninteresting. So Welsch divided the central area of 
the backyard into two areas of turf. A formal rectangle 


garden 

plan 

A small circular driveway leads to the 
front of the house. In back, the 
teardrop-shaped sloping one-acre lot 
was turned into a series of connecting 
outdoor rooms. Immediately off the 
back left of the house, a small patio 
gives way to a large terrace for 
entertaining. Wide, turf-topped steps 
at the backyard’s center help tame the 
hill and provide a transition from the 
upper to the lower lawn. On the upper 
right corner, a steep hill now blooms 
as a fragrant prairie. 
















TOP: Turf steps lead 
to the lower lawn (F), 
where a rustic stone 
bench is backed by 
‘Annabelle’ and 
‘Limelight’ 
hydrangeas. 

MIDDLE: Japanese 
painted fern and 
tassel fern border 
the outside curve of 
the retaining wall 

(G) in the shade 
garden, mingling 
with Solomon’s seal 
and ajuga. Japanese 
forest grass fills 
the center. 

BOTTOM: The 
existing waterfall 

(H) got a cleanup 
and the addition of 
lots of Japanese 
forest grass on the 
stone wall to mimic 
the cascading water. 


of lawn, centered behind the house, sits just off the enter¬ 
taining terrace (which is nearly the same size). With its 
wide frame of flat fieldstone and layered borders of flow¬ 
ering shrubs, grasses, and perennials, the owners call this 
their “stroll garden,” a spot for a postmeal meander. 

A lower triangle of lawn at the lot’s far end is capped 
with a stone bench at its furthermost point, shielded 
from the street by a mixed planting of evergreen trees 
and flowering shrubs. It provides a quiet resting place as 
well as an impressive view up toward the house. 

To connect the two lawns and mitigate the steep grade 
change, Welsch orchestrated a 20-foot-wide staircase 
made up of three grass landings, each about 4 feet deep, 
taken in two easy strides, “to slow the pace,” he says. 
Granite Belgian blocks form four sets of three steps. In 
spring, the steps offer a scent tunnel for the aroma of lilac 
blooms wafting up from the lower garden. And when a 
summer thunderstorm hits, the permeable turf doesn’t 
turn into a river, the way a solid stone staircase could. 

Soften stonework’s hard edges with greenery. The 

combination of a stone house and stone hardscaping can 
overwhelm a landscape and start to look like a paved 
paradise. So Welsch layered borders close to the house as 
well as around the two lawns and the shade garden with 
grasses, shrubs, and other plants of graduating heights to 
partially conceal the stone. Repeating some plants—like 
‘Annabelle’ and ‘Endless Summer’ hydrangeas, purple 
fountain grass with its distinctive tassels, red and yellow 
crocosmia, and lamb’s ear—also serves to unify the over¬ 
all landscape. On the stone entertaining terrace, he filled 
built-in planters with colorful annuals, including lan- 
tana, bacopa, and million bells. Vines like passionflower 
on the side of the house facing the patio help fulfill the 
owners’ request for fragrance. Japanese forest grass dots 
the stone pathways as well as the waterfall to further 
soften the appearance of the hard surfaces throughout. 

Take advantage of mature trees. Besides providing 
privacy and muffling noise, mature trees, with their estab¬ 
lished roots, help keep a slope intact. The property came 
with towering white pines, Norway maples, and a grace¬ 
ful old cherry. Despite the overgrown thicket between 
the terrace and the lower lawn, the owners were reluc¬ 
tant to remove trees that shielded the property from 
neighbors. So Welsch harnessed their canopy for a shade 
garden. He cleared out overgrown ivy and replaced it 
with shade-loving, low-maintenance plants like cinna¬ 
mon fern, Japanese painted fern, variegated Solomon’s 
seal, and ‘Jack Frost’ brunnera. Adding a clumping bam¬ 
boo provided a midlevel privacy screen and formed a 



BELOW: A staircase of Pennsylvania fieldstone (I) ascends from the 
small lawn centered behind the house to the expansive entertaining 
terrace. This outdoor room adjoins the patio attached to the house 
and includes a summer kitchen with a mahogany pergola. A potted 
boxwood orb centered on the stone wall is joined by ‘Endless 
Summer’ hydrangea, adding deep color on each side. A variegated 
willow at the top left of the steps further softens the stonework. 

RIGHT: This patio (J) off the family room and the entertaining 
terrace below it were the only level surfaces in the backyard before 
designer Robert Welsch began work. The mix of colorful annuals in 
containers includes plants chosen for their aromatic blossoms, like 
the passionflower vine that trails along the wall to help break up the 
hard expanse of the house’s stone-and-brick exterior. 




backdrop for a dramatic stone Buddha statue. A path 
leads into and through this meditative retreat from the 
stroll garden. Vinca serves as a groundcover, producing 
periwinkle-blue flowers in spring. Climbing hydrangea 
covers the retaining wall for the garden below and 
masks unsightly drainage pipes. 

Secure “dust bowl” soil with water-thrifty plants. 

Bare hillsides wash out in the rain and blow away in the 
summer. These challenges lingered in an unruly corner off 
the garage, bordered on two sides by the street—a kind of 
steeply pitched hellstrip where turf struggled and mowing 
wasn’t really an option anyway. After preparing the plot 
with topsoil, Welsch mapped out a garden of drought- 
tolerant blooming perennials and ornamental grasses that 
attract birds and butterflies and don’t require much tend¬ 
ing beyond a good cutting back before winter. Helianthus, 
echinacea, Shasta daisy, tickseed, rudbeckia, and baptisia 
are some of the plants in this prairie garden, which runs 
120 feet long, narrowing from 25 feet wide at the top to 
just 3 feet at its tip. Trees like a Japanese cedar form a 
backdrop against the house, while deep-rooted ornamen¬ 
tal grasses work to hold the soil in place. Regular mulching 
discourages weeds. A yew hedge screens out the street, and 
a curved path and stone bench encourage visitors to pause 
and enjoy the show, as some 350 species send out color and 
fragrance—just what the owners were after, ft 


FOR MORE INFORMATION, SEE DIRECTORY, PAGE 92 
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locks 


handleset 


Exterior 

French 

Doors 


The window-door hybrid has never looked—or 
performed—better. Here's how to find the right 
ones for your house and budget by jill connors 


MAYBE YOU HAVE a new stone patio and want to open a sunny 
passageway from the living room. Or you’d like to see your garden 
from the kitchen while also ushering in more light and air. When the 
French crossed doors with windows back in the 1600s, they had 
something similar in mind. Exported to North America a century 
later, pairs of the multipaned doors could be flung open to catch 
a breeze in summer while inviting in the sun year-round. 

Thomas Jefferson installed several pairs of them at 
Monticello. Today, French doors come in a wide variety 
of styles, from uninterrupted panes of glass to ones 
crisscrossed with diamond-shaped grids, and they slide as 
well as swing. New engineering means greater energy 
efficiency, wind resistance, and security, freeing the mind 
to focus on what counts: light and air. “One of the nicest grille 

things in a room is a splash of sunlight on the floor,” says 
interior designer Mally Skok. “Unlike windows, French 


doors let light in low, and create a sense of always being 
able to step outside, which is cheering. ” Here’s how to 
bring this now very American tradition home. 


READY, SET, INSTALL 

Today’s exterior French doors often arrive 
prehung in a wood frame, complete with sill 
and weatherstripping. This simplifies 
installation. Optional grilles and hardware 
can be added to round out your door style. 
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DIY OR HIRE 
A PRO? 

While a seasoned 
DIYer might be 
comfortable swapping 
in a new set of prehung 
doors for old ones, 
most homeowners will 
want to call a pro— 
especially if a new 
opening is needed. 



HOW MUCH DO 
THEY COST? 

From $400 for a stock 
steel set to more than 
$3,000 for semi¬ 
custom in fiberglass or 
aluminum-clad wood 
(uninstalled). 

HOW LONG WILL 
THEY LAST? 

Warranties run 
anywhere from 2 years 
to 20, and some can be 
transferred to the next 
homeowner. 

WHERETO BUY? 

Home centers stock 
low-to mid-range 
models. But for the 
widest selection, visit 
high-end lumberyards 
and window and door 
showrooms. 


OPEN WIDE A pair of 
French doors gracefully 
connects this master 
bedroom to its private 
outdoor lounge. 

Similar to shown: 7010 
Thermal French doors, 
from Simpson 








EXTERIOR FRENCH DOORS 



Are they 
right for 
you? 

Think about a 
brighter interior and 
better views, but 
maybe less privacy 


PROS 


> They let in lots of natural light, 

creating an unrivaled sense of 
spaciousness and indoor-outdoor 
connection. They can brighten indoor 
rooms even when it rains. 

> They can let in lots of air, boosting 
cross-ventilation in summer. When 
closed in winter, all that glass can 
channel the sun’s warmth. 

> They allow sliders to have a more 
traditional look by means of beefier 
bottom rails and window grilles. 

> They come with a wide choice 
of lights, so you can reinforce 
the style of your house and add 
architectural detail. 



Surrounded by fixed transoms and sidelights, 
a traditional pair can take on a modern look. 


r 


CONS 


> They can require floor space —on 

both sides if swinging doors are 
paired with swinging screens. 

> They are subject to the elements. 

Ones that swing in may invite in 
water. Ones that swing out are 
exposed to the weather. 


1 


> They require some upkeep. With 
sliders, tracks have to be kept free 
of debris. Weatherstripping will need 
periodic replacement, and hinges 
tightening. All those panes need 
regular cleaning to preserve the view. 


; 

| 


> They put you on view, too. At 

night, they may require shades, 
blinds, or drapes for privacy. 


Dividing the light 

Manufacturers offer different ways to get the 
look of individual panes, while cutting energy loss 

1 > TRUE DIVIDED LIGHTS Separate 
small panes hark to a time when glass couldn’t 
be made in sheets—or insulated. Hard to clean. 

2 > BARS OR GRILLE ON ONE SIDE Flat 
or beveled grids offer the illusion of divided 
lights—outside for curb appeal, inside to frame 
views. Can be fixed or removable for cleaning. 

3 > BARS OR GRILLES ON TWO SIDES 

If there are double panes, spacers between 
them can make the illusion more convincing. 

4 > SANDWICHED GRILLE Agrid between 
two panes looks least authentic from any angle, 
but is easiest to clean. 



PICK YOUR 
MATERIALS 

As with all entry doors, there 
are myriad options. Here are 
three of the most popular 


VINYL 


COST: $-$$ 
Quality vinyl is 
affordable and 
durable, and mimics 
the look of painted 
wood—choose a 
different color for 
each side. A stiff 
foam core adds 
energy efficiency. 
Shown: Premium 

Atlantic Vinyl doors, prehung pair from 

$2,700; jeld-wen.com 


FIBERGLASS 

COST: $$-$$$ 

Stable, energy- 
efficient, and 
low-maintenance, 
sturdy fiberglass 
offers superior 
resistance to UV 
rays, rain, and 
cold weather; can 
be painted or 
finished with 

marine varnish. Foam cores provide 
insulation. Comes in a smooth finish or with a 
realistic embossed wood-grain look that can 
be stained. Shown: VistaGrande doors, 
prehung pair from $3,500; masonite.com 


CLAD WOOD 

COST: $$ — $$$$ 

Wood on the 
interior has a 
warm, traditional 
look; aluminum, 
vinyl, or fiberglass 
cladding on the 
outside adds 
durability and 
stands up to the 
elements better. 
The core is typically engineered lumber, for 
added strength; paint or another finish can 
keep the laminated veneer inside looking 
new. Shown: Proline 450 Series Patio doors, 
prehung pair from $2,600; pella.com 
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Door types 

Swinging or sliding, 
there’s a setup to 
suit any space 

1>SINGLE IN-SWINGING 

One hinged panel is considered a 
French door; a fixed sidelight can 
suggest the look of a pair. An 
overhang helps keep rain out 
when the door opens inward. 
Shown: Tuscany Series door and 
fixed panel, in vinyl; from about 
$2,000; milgard.com 

2 > DOUBLE IN-SWINGING 

Two doors that open in have a 
gracious look. An arched shape 
can add interest. Shown: 

Ultimate Swinging Arch Top 
French doors, in aluminum-clad 
wood; prehung pair from $6,000; 
marvin.com 

3 > DOUBLES THAT 
SWING OUT Out-swingers 
just get tighter as the wind 
blows, compressing the seal. 
Coordinating windows add visual 
impact. Shown: A Series Hinged 
Patio doors, in wood, fiberglass, 
and composite; prehung pair 
from $2,860; andersen.com 

4 >CENTER-HINGED 
IN-SWINGING One door and 
one fixed pane suggest a pair. 
Place the hinged side where the 
swing is most convenient. Taller 
bottom rails give single panes 
French-door cred. Shown: 

200 Series Hinged Patio doors, 
in vinyl-clad wood; prehung pair 
from $2,470; andersen.com 

5 >SINGLESLIDER 

A slider saves space indoors 
and out. Remote-control blinds 
fitted between panes provide 
light control with a clean look. 
Shown: Designer Series Sliding 
Patio doors with motorized 
shades, in aluminum-clad 
wood; prehung pair from $4,425; 
pella.com 

6 > TELESCOPING SLIDER 

Up to 10 panels travel on 
smooth-gliding ball-bearing 
rollers. Shown: Architect Series 
Multi-Slide and Lift-and-Slide 
Patio doors, in aluminum-clad 
wood; this configuration from 
$14,560; pella.com 










































EXTERIOR FRENCH DOORS 


Before 
you order 

Keep the following 
considerations in mind 

SIGHT LINES > Unless you are 
simply swapping in new French 
doors for old ones, work with your 
designer or general contractor on 
the best spot for views from inside, 
comfortable access, and sun and 
wind exposure. 


CLEARANCES > Before opting for 
hinged doors, make sure they will 
have room to fully open, whether 
they swing in or out. Space-saving 

options include one hinged door and one that’s fixed, or doors that slide. 



Durable vinyl makes for easy care. 

Shown: Lumera 10-light doors, from Simonton 


TYPE OF GLASS > A transom or sidelights can augment the impact. 
Textured or frosted panes add privacy; in a hurricane zone, look for a 
design pressure rating that complies with local building code. 


SCREEN OPTIONS > Hinged screens need floor space, and sliders mean 
another track; a semitransparent material like fiberglass screen cloth is less 
obtrusive. The best solution may be a retractable screen, sometimes sold 
with the door, that rolls up into the jamb, out of sight until needed. 



Now add 
hardware 

Plain or fancy, there are handlesets 
to suit any house 

1 > LEVERS This classic choice is 
a natural for its ergonomic shape 
and traditional good looks, especially 
with an escutcheon plate. But knobs 
are an option too. Garden Door 
Hardware, $170; simonton.com 

2 > PULLS Fixed hand-holds help 
to ease sliders open. Can stand out 
and be decorative or recess into the 
door. Metro Entry Sliding Door Set, 
$719; rockymountainhardware.com 

3 > CREMONE BOLTS Evoking 
period French doors, these have 
face-mounted bars that run top to 
bottom and slot into sockets in the 
casing and threshold. They retract 
with a turn of the knob to open. 

Brass Beaded Cremone Bolt, from 
$162; signaturehardware.com 


SHOP SMART 


THELOWDOWN 
ON ENERGY LOSS 

Window glass no longer 
transfers heat the way it 
used to. Choices now 
include doubled or tripled 
tempered panes (which can block 
some light), with air or a gas like 
krypton providing insulation; “low-e” 
coatings can also help prevent heat 
transfer. An Energy Star label means 
the door has been tested and 
certified to meet strict standards; 
the lower the U-factor, the better. 
Energy Star-certified sliders 
installed before December 31,2016, 
qualify for a federal tax credit; find 
details at energystar.zendesk.com. 
But equally important is proper 
installation and upkeep. To conserve 
energy and cut down on drafts, the 
doors need to close tight and have 
weatherstripping in good shape. 



LOCKING UP 

Multipoint sets offer more 
security—and fewer drafts 


a For both hinged and 
| sliding doors, the best 
' protection from break- 
ins and strong winds is a 
multipoint locking system, 
with dead bolts at the top, 
middle, and bottom. Since 
they require a key, these 
bolts prevent thieves from 
breaking a pane and reaching 
in to open the door. For the 
extra-security-conscious, 
hinged doors can be made 
with five locking points, with 
two more bolts in the casing 
and threshold. Secure locks 
not only buy peace of mind 
but lower energy bills, thanks 
to the sturdier air seal. 
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Pick your 
light style 

There are grid patterns 
and glass options to 
flatter any house style 

1 > COLONIAL Doors with 15 
divided lights signal traditional style. 
Architect Series, prehung pair from 
$3,700; pella.com 

2 > VICTORIAN Leaded glass 
with a stylized floral design would 
suit a Queen Anne. Design Pro 
Tripoli doors, prehung pair from 
$3,981; jeld-wen.com 

3 > CRAFTSMAN Two-over-one 
lights evoke period bungalows. 400 
Series Frenchwood pine doors, prehung 
pair from $2,175; andersen.com 

4 > TUDOR REVIVAL Diamond grids 
and a dark stain have that manor-house 
look. A Series Diamond fiberglass/ 
composite doors, prehung pair from 
$2,160; andersen.com 

5 > CONTEM PORARY Sleek flat 
bars suit a minimalist aesthetic. 400 
Series Frenchwood pine doors, prehung 
pair from $2,420; andersen.com 

6 > PRAIRIE Faux leading in a clean, 
geometric pattern inspired by a Frank 
Lloyd Wright design. Architectural 
Fiberglass Glass Panel doors, prehung 
pair from $7,150; jeld-wen.com ft 




PRO ADVICE 

“A rough opening needs 
to be plumb, level, in the 
same plane, and about 
an inch wider and taller 
than the doors’ frame. 
Installation always goes 
more quickly when you 
focus on prepping the 
opening right.” 

-TOM SILVA, GENERAL CONTRACTOR. 
THIS OLD HOUSE 




























































PROMOTION 



Building for 
America’s Bravest 

Tune in this month when Tom Silva and Kevin O’Connor head to Montana 
to build a home gym for an injured Navy SEAL. 
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34 

tips, tricks, and 
answers to 
your home- 
improvement 
questions 


I love the color of fresh 
mulch. Is there a type 
that stays close to 
the same color after 
it’s applied? 

-DAVE WEBER, LOUISVILLE, KY. 


All mulches, including this ground 
cedar bark, turn gray. Pine bark is 
the best at holding its color, but 
it too will fade eventually. Still, 
it’s easy to hide the gray under a 
thin layer of fresh mulch; an inch 
or less should do the trick. Just 
make sure to keep mulch at least 
3 inches away from tree or shrub 
trunks, and never let it build up 
more than 3 inches. 

-ROGER COOK, TOH 
LANDSCAPE CONTRACTOR 
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General Contractor Master Carpenter Plumbing and Heating Landscape Contractor Host 

Expert 


Tom Silva trims 
a door with his 
trusty track saw. 
It hooks up to a 
vacuum that 
collects almost 
every speck of 
sawdust, so 
the work area 
stays clean. 



I find it hard to cut straight lines with my 
circular saw. Would it help to use a track like 
the one I see Tom Silva using on TV? 

-JAMES DAVENPORT, WOODBURY, TENN. 


TOM SILVA REPLIES: There’s no 
question that a track saw would 
help. You simply place the track 
against the cutline and drop the 
saw onto it. As you slide the saw 
along the track, it makes a laser- 
straight cut. 

I started using my Festool 
track saw (festoolusa.com) about 
20 years ago, and it didn’t take 
long before it became my go-to 
tool for jobs like trimming doors 
or countertops and breaking down 
plywood sheets into cabinet 
panels. In fact, when I have a choice 
between a table saw and a track 
saw, the track saw usually wins out. 
It’s so much easier to set up the 
track than to wrestle a sheet of 
plywood onto a table saw. And it’s 
much safer, too, because there’s no 
chance of kickback or running your 
fingers over the blade. 

A number of other manufac¬ 
turers now make track saws, 
though none of them are cheap. 
Expect to pay between $400 and 
$600 for the saw and track. The 
price is worth it to me because I’m 
using the saw constantly. But the 
high cost may be harder for DIY 
homeowners to justify. 

Here’s a less expensive 
technique: Clamp a straightedge 
made of plywood or lx stock to the 
work and let it guide the shoe of a 
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circular saw through the cut. 

That method worked well enough 
for me in the years before the 
track saw came along. 


Better grout for 
shower stall 

For the fourth year in a row, I’ve 
removed cracked, moldy grout 
from the perimeter of my shower 
floor where it meets the tiled wall. 
Should I caulk that seam this 
time, or grout, then caulk? 

-ELIZABETH BECK, LANDO’ LAKES, FLA. 

MARK FERRANTE REPLIES: Stay 
away from caulks or sealants in that 
location; they can’t be trusted to 
keep out water in the long run. But 
you can count on them to grow 
mildew, sooner or later. 

The best solution would be to 
fill that joint with epoxy grout, 
such as SpectraLock Pro Grout 
(laticrete.com). It looks like a 
regular sanded grout, but it’s 
waterproof, adheres tenaciously, 
won’t crack or shrink, and doesn’t 
stain or need to be sealed. 

Before you start, make sure the 
joint is clean and completely dry; 
epoxy can’t stick to wet surfaces. To 
minimize cleanup, apply masking 
tape along both sides of the joint. 
And protect your skin with nitrile 
gloves; epoxy causes dermatitis. 

After thoroughly mixing the two 
liquid epoxy components and 
adding the colored powder, pack it 
into the joint with a margin trowel, 
then smooth it with a Popsicle stick 
or other round-end stick. Now 
remove the tape, smooth the joint 
with your gloved finger, and walk 

Mark Ferrante is the owner of 
Ferrante File in Woburn, Mass., 
and has laid tile in dozens o/This 
Old House TV projects. 



Adult emerald ash borers chew D-shaped holes 
through the bark when they emerge from white ash 
trees around the middle of June. 


O 

Round-duct 

cradle 

o 

Bullnose-trim 

gauge 

e 

Hinge- 

mounted 

doorstop 

e 

Venetian- 
plaster trowel 
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away for 20 to 30 minutes. When 
you return, gently clean up any 
residue with a damp sponge. 

You have 48 hours to wipe away 
any remaining epoxy residue, using 
a clean rag dampened with white 
vinegar, but keep the vinegar off the 
regular grout. The shower will be 
ready to use after two days. 


Can my ash tree 
be saved? 

We have a beautiful, healthy ash 
tree that is 36 years old and about 
50 feet tall. But we’re worried 
about what’s going to happen to 
it now that emerald ash borers 
have been discovered nearby. 
What can we do to prevent borers 
from killing our tree? 

-VICKYOSTERHOLT, SPRINGFIELD, ILL. 

KEVIN O’CONNOR REPLIES: This 
invasive beetle, which got its first 
toehold in North America in Detroit 
in the 1990s, has spread like wildfire 
throughout the eastern half of the 
U.S. and Canada, leaving millions 
of dead ash trees in its wake. I took 
your question to Daniel Herms, a 
professor of entomology at Ohio 
State University, who has been 
studying the effectiveness of 
different control measures on this 
pest. Here’s what he has to say. 


“The emerald ash borer (EAB) is 
most damaging during its larval 
stage, when it tunnels beneath the 
bark and dines on the tree’s juicy 
vascular tissue that delivers water, 
minerals, and nutrients to the rest of 
the tree. If the larvae eat the tissue 
all around the tree, then it’s girdled 
and slowly dies. 

“It’s tough to know if EAB larvae 
are under the bark, so if borers are 
known to be within 10 to 15 miles 
of an ash tree, it makes sense to treat 
it with a systemic insecticide. A 
systemic makes the entire tree toxic 
to the larvae and the adults, but it 
works only if the vascular tissue is 
functioning and able to carry the 
insecticide throughout your tree. 

“Our studies have shown very 
good results when the trunks of 
large trees like yours are injected 
with an insecticide containing 
emamectin benzoate between mid- 
May and mid-June, after the trees 
flower and leaf out. One treatment 
by a licensed professional provides 
two years of protection. Our studies 
have also shown that drenching the 
soil with imidacloprid is very 
effective on trees with trunks up 
to about 20 inches in diameter. 
Homeowners can apply insecticidal 
drenches, but they must be ad¬ 
ministered every spring, and only 
after the tree has flowered and just 
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as leaves are beginning to form. 

“If you keep up the treatments, 
there’s an excellent chance your tree 
will continue to flourish, even if 
others nearby are infested with 
borers. But once a tree has lost 
more than 50 percent of its crown, 
it’s too late for insecticides to help.” 

To learn more about the spread 
and control of EAB, go to 
emeraldashborer.info. 


Hide wiring on 
a brick fireplace 
I would like to mount a flat- 
screen TV above our brick 
fireplace. Is there a way to do 
that without showing any wires? 

-MARION CHMIELECKI, 
COLCHESTER, CONN. 

SCOTT CARON REPLIES: There are 
a couple of ways to hide TV wires 
on masonry. 

The easiest and least expensive 
approach would be to run the 
cables inside a surface raceway 
attached to the fireplace. But then 
you see the raceway instead of the 
wires. On painted brick, a raceway 
painted the same color wouldn’t be 
that noticeable, but it would be 
hard to camouflage against raw 
brick and mortar. 

A more elegant solution would 
be to bury the wires behind a 
fireplace mantel positioned below 
the TV. In fact, there’s a company 
called Hidden Wire Mantels 
(hiddenwiremantels.com) that 
makes just such a product. You 
attach a shallow box to the 
fireplace face, lay in the cables, 


Scott Caron, a licensed master 
electrician and the owner of Caron 
Electric in Lexington, Mass., 
appears regularly on TV episodes 
of Ask This Old House. 



O Bullnose-trim gauge 
I Fitting trim around a bullnose 
; corner requires three pieces and 
| four miter cuts. This little jig takes 
1 the guesswork out of measuring, 

| for faster, more accurate results. 
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then slide the custom, one-piece 
mantel over the box. For fireplace 
fronts that stand out from the wall, 
these mantels can be made with 
returns that go around corners and 
lead the wires to an outlet or a less 
obtrusive raceway. Either way, 
your TV’s wires will be out of sight. 

Split door panel 

Our painted wood entry 
door has a horizontal crack 
running the entire length of one 
panel. It lets in a lot of cold air in 
the winter and a lot of hot air in 
the summer. Can it be repaired? 

-BOB MARTIN, YORK, PA. 

NORM ABRAM REPLIES: A door 
panel is meant to be free to expand 


and contract within the grooves 
of its rails and stiles. The problem 
here is that at some point layers of 
dried paint cemented the edges 
of the panel to that grooved frame, 
and the wood pulled itself apart as 
it continued to move. 

Unfortunately, it’s nearly 
impossible to get paint out of 
the grooves and free up the panel 
edges. But you can fill a small 
crack like this with some flexible, 
paintable epoxy filler, which is sold 
in small quantities at home centers, 
hardware stores, and online. 

Use a chisel or utility knife to 
make a shallow V on both sides of 
the panel at the crack to create a 
wider and better bonding surface 
for the epoxy. Once it cures, sand 
it flush to the panel face and paint. 



i If you’ve got a 
: tip that would 
f impress the 
■ show guys, 
t share it with us 
i for a chance 
j to appear in 
: our October 
; Reader-Created 
Issue. To post 
i ideas, visit 
thisoldhouse 
.com/yourTOH 

SPONSORED BY 


A DELTA 



The bottom panel 
of this wood door 
cracked because 
dried paint locked 
the panel’s edges 
in place, while the 
rest of the panel 
expanded and 
contracted. 
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At war with algae 
We have a small water 
feature that sits in full sun most 
of the day. It has flowing water 
and some fish, but it’s covered 
with algae. And no matter what I 
try—I’ve added liquid barley 
extract, algaecides, and bacterial 
additives—the algae is back within 
30 days. What else can we do? 

-ARDIE CARSON, MT. PLEASANT, IOWA 

ROGER COOK REPLIES: Rampant 
algae growth is a sign that your 
pond’s chemistry is out of whack. I 
consulted with my pond guru, Ken 
Brown at New England Nurseries 
in Bedford, Massachusetts, about 
your problem, and he came up 
with a couple of strategies to bring 
the algae under control, if not 
eliminate it entirely. 


Start by testing the water’s pH 
with a simple kit like those used for 
pools. Algae thrives in alkaline 
conditions, where the pH is 8 or 
higher. Your goal is to keep the 
water in the neutral range, between 
6.5 and 7, by adding the correct 
conditioner, such as Microbe Lift 
(microbelift.com). 

A pH change must be done in 
stages to avoid shocking plants or 
fish. Add only enough conditioner 
to tweak the pH by no more than 
0.5 in 24 hours, and always test the 
water—in the morning, because 
algae alters the pH during the day— 
before adding more conditioner. 

The other thing to do is cut back 
on the amount of food you feed 
your fish. Less food means less fish 
waste and less nitrogen to sustain 
the algae. When the pond’s aquatic 


plants are able to absorb the 
nutrients that the fish produce, the 
pond will be in healthy balance. 

Test the water once a week and 
treat it if necessary. Conditions in 
small ponds change rapidly, so 
regular checkups and treatments 
are the best way to keep yours 
clear and algae-free. 


Ask THIS OLD HOUSE 

Go to: thisoldhouse.com/askTOH 

Or write to: Ask This Old House 
This Old House magazine 
225 Liberty Street 
New York, NY 10281 

Include a complete address and daytime 
phone number. Published questions 
will be edited for clarity and length and 
may be used in other media. We regret 
that, because of the volume of mail 
received, we're unable to reply to 
unpublished questions. 


OTHER HVAC COMPANIES REALLY DON’T 
WANT YOU TO CUT OUT THIS OUTLET. 


The Unlco System 

Common & Efficiency Fit For Your Home 


(Actual Size) 


That's because when you place it on 
your floor, ceiling, or wall, you will 
begin to understand the simplicity of 
adding (Jnico System aer conditioning 
to your home, In addition to outlets 
that are barely noticable, the Unico 
System s air handlers and flexible 
supply tubing fit simply above ceilings 
and below floors which means no ugly 
soffits, no noisy registers, and virtually 
no need for remodeling in homes 
without ductwork, You will enjoy the 
efficient, comlorlable surroundings 
found only with the industry-leading 
Unico System 

To find a Unico System installing 
contractor in your area, visit 
unicosystemxom/contractor 
Or call (800) 527-0896 






Ask THIS OLD HOUSE 



Great stuff 

Every month, we discover new tools, materials, 
and home-improvement products coming to 
market. Here are the latest standouts, -the editors 


-t 

I 

#r 

Check the charge 

Smartech 20-volt battery, by Black+Decker 

There’s no guessing about the charge level of this battery i 
—you can check it with your smartphone. The app also lets | 
you monitor the status of multiple batteries that are within j 
range, and if there’s one you can't find, just hit a prompt to I 
make it beep; an LED also flashes. It even has a USB port for : 
recharging personal electronics. Compatible with all B+D i 
20-volt tools. $69 for one battery; blackanddecker.com I 


Fine faux siding 

Cedar Impressions 
Individual 5-inch Sawmill 
Shingles, by CertainTeed 

These polypropylene 
shingles are dead ringers 
for sawn cedar, and are 
installed the same way, 
too. But they won’t decay, 
change color, or split like 
real cedar will. Available 
in four color blends, 
including cedar (shown). 
$7.50 per square foot; 
certainteed.com 





Fire and shock 
guardian 

SmartlockPro AFCI/ 
GFCI receptacle, 
by Leviton 

This dual-function 
device—the first of its 
kind—helps prevent 
two types of electrical 
dangers: shocks caused 
by ground faults and 
fires caused by arc 
faults. Meets the new 
electrical code for 
kitchens and laundry 
rooms. An indicator 
light tells you at a glance 
whether or not the 
receptacle is working. 
$30; leviton.com 


Bug light 

Haven Backyard Lighting and Mosquito- 
Repellent System, by NuTone 

Turn on this low-voltage LED fixture, and it vaporizes 
an odorless liquid repellent that deters Culex and 
Zika-carrying Aedes mosquitoes within a 6-foot 
radius. The repellent comes in a disposable cartridge 
that lasts 90 days, assuming 2.4 hours of use per 
day. $149 each; nutone.com 
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No more hot feet 

SuperDeck IR-reflective deck stain, 
by Sherwin-Williams 

With this wood stain, you can walk 
barefoot on a deck that’s been baking 
under hot sun, thanks to pigmentsthat 
reflect up to 40 percent of near-infrared 
radiation. And that’s how much cooler 
the decking surface stays. Available as 
a semisolid (shown) or solid (opaque) 
stain in three factory-mixed colors. 
$51.50 pergallon; sherwin-williams.com 



Inside job 

Interior Cargo Rack, by SeatRack 

Here’s a novel way to transport building 
materials (and ladders) inside your 
vehicle: Secure them to 12-inch-wide 
aluminum-alloy supports that slip into 
the seats’ headrest holes. Each support 
has a rubbery, no-mar cushion and 
woven polyester strap to keep cargo 
from shifting. The pair can hold up to 
50 pounds. When you’re done hauling, 
take them out and pop the headrests 
back in. $130; seat-rack.com ft 
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Ferociously Strong. 

T-REX® Tape is specially designed for all-weather durability to 
work longer and hold stronger than other ordinary tapes. 
Whether it’s simple, around-the-house fixes, or extreme repairs 
on a work site, there’s no project too big or too small for this 
Ferociously Strong Tape®. 

trextape.com 



Shelves that Slide 

Tired of getting down on your 
hands and knees to get that pot 
or pan? Shelves that Slide 
offers quality pullout shelves 
custom made for your cabinets. 
Do it yourself and save with our 
premium shelves—only $60 
each, with shipping. Order online 
or call or email for a free catalog 
800.598.7390 


shelvesthatslide.com 




Need help completing your weekend project? 

The QUIKRETE®app provides you with the information you need 
to complete any concrete project. You can access product info, 
calculate product quantities and more. It also features step-by- 
step how-to videos from concrete 

repair projects to decor projects. whatawmicas made oc* 

Download the QUIKRETE®app today. m nmogmaa 

.. . II ^ 

quikrete.com I---1 


Engineered to Last Beautifully. 

AZEK Deck is upping the ante with its newest 
innovation—the Vintage Collection. With rich colors 
and classic style, the Vintage Collection represents a 
complete game-changer within capped PVC decking. 
Its unprecedented natural, classic looks are designed 
to completely reinvent low maintenance PVC decking. 
Choose from 3 luxurious colors. 

AZEK.com 
















Legal Notice 


UNITED STATES DISTRICT COURT - 
DISTRICT OF MASSACHUSETTS 

GORNSTEIN v. C.A. No. 

TIMBERTECH LTD, et al. 1:14-cv-12409-MLW 

NOTICE OF PENDING CLASS ACTION AND 
NOTICE OF PROPOSED SETTLEMENT 

TO: Owners of XLM Mountain 
Cedar decking purchased on or 
before August 31, 2010, or XLM 
Desert Bronze purchased on or 
before November 1,2011. 

A settlement is proposed in a class action pending 
in the United States District Court for the District of 
Massachusetts titled Gornstein v. TimberTech Ltd, et 
al., No l:14-cv-12409-MLW. The lawsuit alleges that 
TimberTech XLM Mountain Cedar decking sold on 
or before August 31, 2010 and XLM Desert Bronze 
sold on or before November 1, 2011 is defective and 
prone to scorching (blackening), fading (whitening), 
or manifesting a surface film (blistering). Defendants 
deny liability, and no court has made any determination 
of any liability. 

Who is in the proposed Settlement Class? The 

proposed Settlement Class includes all persons in the 
United States who own XLM Mountain Cedar decking 
purchased on or before August 31, 2010, or XLM 
Desert Bronze purchased on or before November 1, 
2011, or who received a permitted assignment. 

What relief does the settlement provide? Defendants 
agree to provide free replacement decking from 
a variety of lines and colors, and for those who 
purchased TimberTech fasteners, free fasteners 
as well. Class Members may be eligible for labor 
reimbursement at a rate of $4.50 per square foot 
and may be eligible for up to $100 for repair of any 
damage caused by removal of the existing TimberTech 
deck. Class Members who have not already received 
a replacement deck and elect not to take advantage of 
the repair and replacement option may be eligible for 
a payment of $400. The settlement website at www. 
rg2claims.com/timbertechsettlement.html contains a 
complete description of the proposed settlement and 
how you may receive benefits. 

YOUR LEGAL RIGHTS AND OPTIONS IN THIS 
SETTLEMENT 

SUBMIT A CLAIM FORM: This is the only way to 
get relief under the settlement. You may obtain a claim 
form from the settlement website at www.rg2claims. 
corrFtimbertechsettlement.html. The deadline for 
submission is March 16, 2017. 

EXCLUDE YOURSELF: If you exclude yourself, 
you give up the right to be part of the settlement. 
The deadline to submit your request for exclusion is 
June 23, 2016. Detailed instructions are located at 
www.rg2claims.com/timbertechsettlement.html. 

OBJECT: Write to the Court if you object to the 
settlement to explain why. The deadline to submit 
objections is June 16, 2016. Detailed instructions are 
located at www.rg2claims.com/timbertechsettlement. 
html. 

GO TO THE FAIRNESS HEARING: A Fairness 
Hearing to consider the settlement, the plaintiffs’ request 
for attorneys’ fees and expenses, and the representative 
plaintiff’s request for a service award will be held on 
August 4, 2016 at 2:45 p.m. in Courtroom 25, John 
Joseph Moakley U.S. Courthouse, 1 Courthouse Way, 
Boston, MA. You may, but are not required to, speak 
at the Fairness Hearing. If you or your attorney intend 
to speak at the Fairness Hearing, you must notify both 
the Court and the parties’ attorneys by June 16, 2016. 
Detailed instructions are located at www.rg2claims. 
com/timbertechsettlement.html. 

DO NOTHING: You will get no monetary relief from 
the settlement, you will give up your right to object to 
the settlement, and you will be not be able to bring your 
own lawsuit about the legal claims in this case. 

For further information about the settlement, please 
visit www.rg2claims.com/timbertechsettlement.html, 
email XLMClaims@CPGBP.com, write to TimberTech 
Settlement, 894 Prairie Avenue, Wilmington, OH 
45177, or call 800-307-7780. You may also contact 
Class Counsel: William Anderson of Cuneo Gilbert & 
LaDuca, LLP by calling 202-789-3960. 
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COVER See the listing for “Open Up!" 

HOME SOLUTIONS (pp. 13-18) 

The 411 on hose buying: Garden hose: 

Colorstorm premium rubber hose in blue, Dramm; 
gardeners.com. Flat soaker hose: 25 feet of 
5 /s-inch-diameter soaker hose: melnor.com. 

Round soaker hose: 50 feet of Vs-inch-diameter 
soaker hose; gilmour.com. Coiled hose: Coiled 
watering hose in eggplant; frontgate.com 

BEFORE + AFTER: KITCHEN DESIGN 

Fit for a crowd (pp. 21-23) Designer-builder, 
door, cabinets, and island: jasdesignbuild.com. 
Door latch: baldwinhardware.com. Wall paint: 
Noodle; c2paint.com. Perforated cabinet fronts: 
mcnichols.com. Ceiling fixture: circalighting.com. 
Refrigerator: kitchenaid.com. Range hood liner: 
ventahood.com. Faucet: kohler.com. Bench seat 
fabric: perennialsfabrics.com 

BEFORE + AFTER: BATH DESIGN 

Serene shower space (pp. 25-26) Designer: 
Jennifer Vreeland McDermott; jvdesignstyle.com. 
Builder: David Caputo; glandsons.com. 

Paint: Stonington Gray and White Dove; 
benjaminmoore.com. Countertop and faucets: 
restorationhardware.com. Shower fittings: 
kohler.com. Artwork: potterybarn.com 

LANDSCAPING Good enough to eat 
(pp. 35-37) Thanks to Emily Tepe, author of 
The Edible Landscape: Creating a Beautiful and 
Bountiful Garden with Vegetables, Fruits and 
Flowers; quartoknows.com/Voyageur-Press. 
Andrea Bellamy, author of Small-Space Vegetable 
Gardens: Growing Great Edibles in Containers, 
Raised Beds, and Small Plots; timberpress.com. 
Blueberries (Pink Icing, Jelly Bean, and 
Perpetua): brazelberries.com. Dwarf Meyer 
lemon: williams-sonoma.com. Garden 
strawberry: burpee.com. Dwarf pomegranate 
and dwarf cranberry bush: monrovia.com. 
Sweet bay: provenwinners.com 

PHOTOSHOP REDO Giving a boxy Colonial 
charm (p. 38) Architect: Rebecca Pantuso; 
clemenspantuso.com 

THIS OLD HOUSE TV Instant charmer 

(pp. 42-45) Designer-builder: connorbuilding.com. 
General contractor: kaminski-construction.com. 
Interior designer: kristinacrestindesign.com. 
Paint: Black Pepper (study walls, kitchen 
cabinets, and mudroom door), Black (kitchen 
window sashes and doors), and White Dove 
(mudroom walls); benjaminmoore.com 

ANIMAL HOUSE Hounds and grounds 
(p. 46) Thanks to Dr. Tina Wismer; aspca.org. 


Dr. Steve Thompson, director of the Pet Wellness 
Clinic, Purdue University 

SHOP SMARTER Read this before you 
buy ductless AC (pp. 48-52) Thanks fo Mike 
Smith, senior marketing manager, residential 
products, Mitsubishi Electric US Inc., Cooling & 
Heating Division 

AT HOME OUTSIDE (pp. 56-63) Designers: 

Shaded getaway: Kate Wiseman; 
sageoutdoordesigns.com. Secluded perch: 
pallensmithandassociates.com 

OPEN UP! (pp. 64-71) Architect: Oscar Morales; 
323-313-2718. General contractors: Jeff Board; 
818-391-5088, and James Orvis; 310-562-0075. 

Patio: Sofa cushion fabric: sunbrella.com. 

Blue pillows: jitihome.com. Small rug: 
dashandalbert.annieselke.com. Large rug: 
madmats.com. White chairs, pots, and plants: 
pottedstore.com. Kitchen: Range: subzero-wolf 
.com. Hood: ventahood.com. Refrigerator: 
frigidaire.com. Dishwasher: lg.com. Sink and 
faucets: kohler.com. Countertops: 
caesarstoneus.com. Light fixtures and 
ceiling fan light: lampsplus.com. Orange 
chairs: pottedstore.com. Wall clock: 
skyscanatomicclocks.com. Master bedroom: 
Bedding: bedbathandbeyond.com. Pendant: 
lampsplus.com. Front porch: Area rug: 
madmats.com. Doormat: chilewich.com. 

Orange chairs, pots, and plants: pottedstore.com. 
Grass pillows: firmlyplanted.com. 

Red striped seat cushion: potterybarn.com. 

Red lattice pillows: kmart.com 

HILLSIDE OASIS (pp. 72-77) Garden designer: 

Robert Welsch; westoverld.com 

ASK THIS OLD HOUSE (pp. 85-90) Q+A: 

Can my ash tree be saved?: Thanks to 
Dr. Daniel Herms, professor of entomology, 

Ohio State University, Columbus. Hide wiring 
on a brick fireplace: Thanks to Scott Caron; 
caronelectric.com. At war with algae: Thanks to 
Ken Brown; newenglandnurseries.com A 


Time Inc. and This Old House Ventures do not 
endorse any product or service mentioned or 
advertised in this magazine. 

This Old House (ISSN 1086-2633), Vol. 21, No. 5. Published monthly, except for the 
January/February and November/December issues, by This Old House Ventures Inc., 
135 West 50th Street, New York, NY 10020. Periodicals postage paid at New York, NY, 
and additional mailing offices. POSTMASTER: Send all UAA to CFS (see DMM 
507.1.5.2); NON-POSTALANDMILITARYFACILITIES: Send address corrections to P.O. 
Box 62120, Tampa, FL 33662-2120; 1-800-898-7237. U.S. Subscriptions: $19.95 for 
one year. This Old House and the This Old House Window are registered trademarks 
of This Old House Ventures Inc. Printed in the U.S. A. (GST: 81996300RT0001). Canada 
Post Publications Mail Agreement No. 40110178. Return undeliverable Canada 
addresses to: Postal Station A, P.O. Box 4015, Toronto ON M5W 2T2 (GST: 
81996300RT0001). Howard Averill, Treasurer. ©2016This Old House Ventures Inc. All 
rights reserved. Reproduction in whole or in part without permission is prohibited. 
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This Old House 
is Brand New! 


Tune in this month as the crew completes work on a built-from-the-ground-up farmhouse 
that combines state-of-the-art engineering with traditional expert craftsmanship. 


ALL-NEW EPISODES ON Q- 

Check local listings or stream at thisoldhouse.com/watchTOH 
Join the conversation #TOHNorthShore 


SPONSORED BY 




•Sfafefam? 



Sfafefam? 


Photo: Kevin O’Connor 
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WALL-MOUNTED ROOM HEATER 
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Big Rock Lanterns carr ies one of the largest, 
most distinctive collections of “Vintage Style' 
oil and electric lanterns and lamps anywhere! 


us/camda 800405-5190 « im 770-866-5857 

www.BigRockLantems.com 
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Innerglass Interior Storm Windows: 

8 Maintain the charm and beauty of your 
existing windows 

»Significantly reduce heating and cooling bills 
8 Compression-Fit to eliminate drafts completely 

• Greatly reduce outside noise 

Are perfect for enclosing screen porches 

• Save energy, save money and save history! 


Innerglass 

Window Systems, LLC 

The Compression-Fit Advantage 


-800-743-6207 • www.stormwindows.com 


The DR® TRIMMER MOWER 

Gives You 5X the power and NONE of 

the Backstrain of Handheld Trimmers! 

• Trims and mows thick grass and weeds without 
bogging down —the ONLY trimmer guaranteed 
not to wrap! 

• Rolls light as a feather on big, easy-rolling 
wheels! 

• Thickest, longest-lasting cutting cord (up to 225 
mil) takes seconds to change. 




• Self-feeding models available. 

No more force-feeding! 

• Chip big branches up to 5.75" 
thick! 


• Models that shred yard and garden waste 
as well as CHIP branches. 


• Commerical Style high- 
discharging models direct 
wood chips right where you 
want them. 


MODELS TOO! 


The EASY DR® Way 
to TRIM and MOW! 


NEW 

LOW 

PRICE! 


TOW-BEHIND 
MODELS TOO! 


FREE SHIPPING 


6 MONTH TRIAL 


SOME LIMITATIONS APPLY 
Call or go online for details. 


Call for FREE DVD and Catalog! 

888 - 212-8858 


TOLL 

FREE 
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nvaiid jit? in Slack. Tan and Gray 
for over 900 applications 


FloorLiner’ 


WeatherTech.com - 800-441-6287 


For US Customers: For Canadian Customers: For European Customers : 

WeatherTech.com WeatfterTeeh.ca WeatherTechEuroj>e.com 

oeoiiMic^*iiPUjc 
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Scraper 

Cleans white 

yovre 

scraping! 


Pays fontsettin 
replacement filter 
costs atom! 


• Patented design 
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dll Today lot Iniofmalion! 

1 . 000.7324065 

www.tmeidQ-oir.com 






Retrofits to any «hep 
vacuum. 

Easy to empty dust bucket . 
Wet or dry. 
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From Rustic Cabins to Custom Designed Homes, 
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Any Home (an be a log Home 


The Nation's Leader in quality tongue-n-groove 
Log Siding & Knotty Pine Paneling. 

GREAT FOR: 

New or Existing Homes • Basements • Dens • Rec Rooms 
Kitchens • Baths • Studies • Garages • Out Buildings • Cottages 


Customer 
Satisfaction ... 



We Guarantee It! 


THE WOODWORKERS SHOPPE 


Skyline Woods' finest of log home products are available at the 
Woodworkers Shoppe in Comins, Michigan. We Ship Nationwide! 

Call (800) 818-9971 • woodworkersshoppe.com 

































RainhandleH 

USE RAINHANDLER 
GET RID OF YOUR GUTTERS 


Rainhandler 


Prevents Erosion 

Runoff is changed to a 3 foot wide band 
of soft rain-sized droplets. 

Self-Cleans 

Unique louver design allows leaves and 
debris to blow or wash away. 

Protects Property 
The Rainhandler self-cleaning system 
eliminates clogged, overflowing gutters & 
downspouts. No ground erosion. No more 
destructive ice dams from frozen gutters. 

For FREE information call or fax 
Ph: 800-942-3004, Fax: 800-606-2028 

SPECIAL OFFER! 30% OFF 
Mention Code TH0616 
when you call or enter online at checkout 

L www.rainhandler.com 

OFFER EXPIRES 06/30/2016 


Installs Easily 

Each 5-foot section comes with 3 brackets & 
6 screws. Do an entire home in 3 or 4 hours. 

Maintenance-Free 

All-aluminum Rainhandler louvers make 
messy, leaking gutters history. 

Protects You 

Self-cleaning system protects you 
from climbing ladders. 

Guarantees 

Money-back satisfaction guaranteed for one 
full year, 25-year warranty. 
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LOOKS LIKE 

70 COATS 

OF VARNISH 

(BUT TAKES ONLY 12 MINUTES!) 




Waterproofing 


Do-it-yourself 
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is an ultra-clear, high-gloss pour-on 
epoxy that is ideal for home improvement 
and craft projects. Can be used on most 
surfaces - rough or smooth, stained 
or painted. It's great for coating tables 
or bar tops, preserving photographs or 
embedding decorative items. 

• No Brush Lines 

• Looks Like Glass 

• Fast & Easy 

• Limited Only by Your Imagination 



any connectsd with us on f 

www.eclectlcproducts.coni 

m MADE In USA by Eclectic Products 



Wood Turnings for Porches & Stairways 

Stocker Custom Design* ■ Vuthmlh Hr plication* • Prompt Ijuutlii Service 
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Underbed Dressers 




Custom putt out shelves 
end Kitchen cabinet accessories 



Cell or email for a free catalog 
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• Built-in wind protection 
Canopies extend over 23' 
Adapts to your structure 


ShadeTree 

Retractable Deck & Patio Canopies 


• Vinyl pergolas 

• Aluminum pergolas 
Fiberglass Pergolas 


Free"Shade Ideas" Catalog 888-317-4233 www.shadetreecanopies.net 


AND THE 
FLOOR 


If you’re looking for a tough 'solution for basement water problems, DRYLOK® Masonry 
Waterproofer has you covered. No matter what your basement plans are, dry and bright is a great 
start. DRYLOK is the proven brand for stopping water and decorating your space inside and out. 

Call 1-800-272-3235 or visit DRYLOK.com for inspirational photos, how-to videos and brochures. 








TOUGHEST 
ON THE 


RESIDENTIAL & COMMERCIAL 

Elegant 
Retractable 
Shade, | 
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Loose Cap? 
Lost Filling? 

LOOK FOR 
THE BLUE VIAL! 


www.dentistoriGaii.com 


# 

Don’t Wait. 


LOOSE 

CAPS 


9 * FEROCIOUSLY STRONG TAPE 


ALL WEATHER I WORKS LONGER I HOLDS STRONGER 


POWERHOUSE 12 MAQC 
CIGAR COMBO * 

similar 5 ! 19.85 


Satisfaction Guaranteed! 


Promo Code TA498 

OFFER GOOD FOR 30 DAYS 


Add $4.95 for Shipping - #926985. 
One per customer, Florida residents 
ADD 7% sales tax, not available to 
minors and good only in the USA. In 
the event of high demand, substitutions 
of equal or greater value may occur. 


Replace a lost filling 
or re~eement a loose cap! 

Anytime! Anywhere! 


Call 1-800-466-5063 

or visit thompsonspecials.com 


Ultra Reliable Butane 
Torch Lighter 

A Guillotine Cigar Cutter 


Bonus Cherrywood-finish 
Humidor (Holds 20 Churchills) 


Order Now! Limited Supply 
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HARBOR FREIGHT 


QUALITY TOOLS AT RIDICULOUSLY LOW PRICES 


600+ Stores 
Nationwide 
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RAPID PUMP 1.5 TON 
ALUMINUM RACING JACK 
PITTSBURGHS^ 
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How Does Harbor Freight 
Sell GREAT QUALITY Tools 
at the LOWEST Prices? 


We have invested millions 
gI dollars in our own 
stale oMhe-art quality test 
labs and millions more in 
our factories, so our tools 
will go toe-to-loe with the 
top professional brands. 

And we can sell Ihem for a 
fraction of Ihe price because 
we cut out the middle man 
and pass Ihe savings on to 
you. It s just that simple! 
Come visit one of our 
600+ Stores Nationwide 
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250013. 
ELECTRIC WINCH 
WITH WIRELESS 
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*100% Satisfaction Guaranteed 
■ Over 30 Million Satisfied Customers 


• No Hassle Return Policy 

• Lifetime Warranty ****** 


»HafborFreighLctim 
*900-423-2567 























































PRICE $36,000 
LOCATION Elwell, Michigan 
CONTACT Dean Bohjanen, 
989-463-4024; dbohj@ispmgt.com 


THE HISTORY This brick farmhouse 
was built by William Anderson in the 
1870s. Its octagon style, popular in 
the Midwest at the time, was believed 
to promote health by means of 
superior cross-ventilation. Offering 
the advantage of more windows, it 
also allowed Anderson to survey his 
80-acre farm in every direction. 

After his daughter, Eula, inherited 
the place, she earned it some renown, 
raising prizewinning sheep, 
cultivating flowers whose seeds and 
bulbs she sold to a local nursery, and 
receiving industrialist Henry Ford’s 
wife, who came to see the gardens. 
Eula’s granddaughter, Dorothea, has 
blogged about her childhood on the 
farm, nursing rejected lambs back 
to health by the wood-burning stove 
and enjoying grand holiday feasts 
in the dining room. The home was 
later sold outside the family. 

WHY SAVE IT? The octagon style had 
fallen out of fashion by the 1880s, and 
this house is one of very few surviving 
examples. The exterior features 
patterned brickwork typical of 
Victorian-era houses. Detailed oak 
moldings, stained-glass windows, and 
a staircase with turned balusters and 
intricate scrolls adorn the interior. 
WHAT IT NEEDS The 1,600-square- 
foot house is stable but needs roof 
repairs, some structural brickwork 
on two of the back walls, and 
upgrades to the plumbing and 
electrical systems. As a start, the 
current owner replaced the breaker 
panel. The house sits surrounded 
by pristine farmland an hour north 
of Lansing. Restoring it would be a 
big job, but the home’s remarkable 
style—and storied history—are 
surely worth the effort. —PAUL hope 
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1. The four-bedroom house now 
sits on a three-acre parcel of land 
with mature fruit and walnut trees. 

2. The public rooms retain their 
paneled doors and plaster crown 
moldings and ceiling medallions. 

3. Some smaller original spaces, 
like this closet, cleverly capture 
the octagonal home’s many 
sides, allowing formal living 
areas and bedrooms to maintain 
traditional—and furniture- 
friendly—rectangular shapes. 

4. Surviving details include an 
elaborate staircase and a stained- 
glass transom. 


GOTA 
HOUSE? 

If you know of an old 
house that should 
be saved and is 
for sale, write to 
savethisoldhouse@ 
timeinc.com or 
This Old House, 

225 Liberty Street, 
New York, NY 10281. 
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Thompson's® WaterSeal® brings you stain and sealer all in one, in the most popular 
colors. Exceptional beauty and protection have never been easier. 


© 2016 TM Thompsons Comj 








^Coverage measured in accordance with EPA 
WaterSense® Specification for Showerheads, 
March 4, 2010. © 2016 Delta Faucet Company 


Experience 3X the coverage of a standard showerhead* with Delta® 
In2ition® plus H 2 0kinetic®. To learn more about this integrated 
showerhead and handshower, visit deltafaucet.com/in2ition. 
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